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Foundational Theme - The Lord God is the One, True God
Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God is one LORD.

Deuteronomy 6:4
Structural Theme - Perseverance from False Doctrines from Within
Now therefore hearken, O Israel, unto the statutes and unto the judgments, which I teach you, for to do them, that ye may live, and go in and possess the land which the LORD God of your fathers giveth you.

Ye shall not add unto the word which I command you, neither shall ye diminish ought from it, that ye may keep the commandments of the LORD your God which I command you.

Deuteronomy 4:1-2
Imperative Theme - Obeying the Mosaic Law with All One's Heart, Mind, and Strength
Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God is one LORD:

And thou shalt love the LORD thy God with all thine heart, 

and with all thy soul, and with all thy might.

Deuteronomy 6:4-5
INTRODUCTION TO THE BOOK OF DEUTERONOMY
Study Notes on the Holy Scriptures supports the view of the verbal, plenary inspiration of the biblical text of the Holy Scriptures, meaning that every word originally written down by the authors in the sixty-six books of the Holy Canon were God-breathed when recorded by men, and that the Scriptures are therefore inerrant and infallible. Any view less than this contradicts the testimony of the Holy Scriptures themselves. For this reason, the Holy Scriptures contain both divine attributes and human attributes. While textual criticism engages with the variant readings of the biblical text, acknowledging its human attributes, faith in His Word acknowledges its divine attributes. These views demand the adherence of mankind to the supreme authority of the Holy Scriptures above all else. The Holy Scriptures can only be properly interpreted by the guidance of the Holy Spirit, an aspect of biblical scholarship that is denied by liberal views, causing much misunderstanding and misinterpretation of the Holy Scriptures.

The Message of the Book of Deuteronomy - Although historical records confirm that there were preachers of God's Word before Moses, the book of Deuteronomy offers us one of the first recorded sermons in human history. Prior to the time of Moses, the Scriptures tell us that Noah was a "preacher of righteousness" ( 2 Peter 2:5); and the preaching of Enoch, the seventh from Adam, is believed to be recorded in the Book of Enoch ( Jude 1:14-15). However, the sermons of Moses stand tallest in ancient Jewish history because Moses was a man who preached with mighty signs and wonders accompanying his ministry as his sermons shook nations and brought multitudes to their knees in repentance and faith in God ( Deuteronomy 34:10-12). The powerful effects of such preaching throughout history are expressed by the Lord Jesus Christ when He was upbraiding those cities of Galilee that rejected His Gospel. He told them that the cities of Tyre and Sidon would have repented had someone stood and preached the Gospel to them. He added that the wicked city of Sodom would still be standing today had someone came a preached to those people with signs and wonders ( Matthew 11:20-24). Jesus then reminds the scribes and Pharisees that the people of Nineveh were delivered from destruction at the preaching of Jonah ( Matthew 12:41). Paul says, "Where is the wise? where is the scribe? where is the disputer of this world? hath not God made foolish the wisdom of this world? For after that in the wisdom of God the world by wisdom knew not God, it pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe." ( 1 Corinthians 1:20-21) Since the time of mankind's human depravity, God chose preaching as a means of fulfilling His divine plan of redemption. Jesus tells us that God send prophets from the foundation of the world until His plan of redemption of fulfilled to preach to the nations ( Luke 11:50). For example, God commissioned Jeremiah to go forth and speak what He commanded him to the nations ( Jeremiah 1:7; Jeremiah 1:17). Jesus founded the New Testament Church when he chose twelve apostles and sent them forth to preach the Gospel to the nations ( Mark 3:13-15). How we need someone to stand up and shout from the mountain tops the unspeakable grace and forgiveness of God coupled with His impending judgment.

2 Peter 2:5, "And spared not the old world, but saved Noah the eighth person, a preacher of righteousness, bringing in the flood upon the world of the ungodly;"

Jude 1:14-15, "And Enoch also, the seventh from Adam, prophesied of these, saying, Behold, the Lord cometh with ten thousands of his saints, To execute judgment upon all, and to convince all that are ungodly among them of all their ungodly deeds which they have ungodly committed, and of all their hard speeches which ungodly sinners have spoken against him."

Deuteronomy 34:10-12, "And there arose not a prophet since in Israel like unto Moses, whom the LORD knew face to face, In all the signs and the wonders, which the LORD sent him to do in the land of Egypt to Pharaoh, and to all his servants, and to all his land, And in all that mighty hand, and in all the great terror which Moses shewed in the sight of all Israel."

Matthew 12:41, "The men of Nineveh shall rise in judgment with this generation, and shall condemn it: because they repented at the preaching of Jonas; and, behold, a greater than Jonas is here."

Luke 11:50, "That the blood of all the prophets, which was shed from the foundation of the world, may be required of this generation; "

Jeremiah 1:7, "But the LORD said unto me, Say not, I am a child: for thou shalt go to all that I shall send thee, and whatsoever I command thee thou shalt speak."

Mark 3:13-15, "And he goeth up into a mountain, and calleth unto him whom he would: and they came unto him. And he ordained twelve, that they should be with him, and that he might send them forth to preach, And to have power to heal sicknesses, and to cast out devils:"

Moses did not preach these sermons to put an unreasonable weight and burden upon the people, for the Jewish and Pharisees would do just that in the centuries that followed; rather, he preached so that Israel might understand the heart of the Law. 1] God gave Israel the Mosaic Law so that they would learn to love their Creator with a pure heart and serve Him joyfully. Moses' summary of the Law became known as the Shema ( Deuteronomy 6:4-5). The Shema became the most important passage in the sacred Jewish Scriptures. These sermons of Moses echo through the corridors of time, teaching mankind about God's love towards mankind and about how mankind is to love Him in return for His bountiful blessings.

1] KD makes a similar statement when he says the book of Deuteronomy Isaiah , "a hortatory description, explanation, and enforcement of the most essential contents of the covenant revelation and covenant laws, with emphatic prominence given to the spiritual principle of the law and its fulfillment..." See C. F. Keil and F. Delitzsch, Biblical Commentary on the Old Testament: The Pentateuch, vol 3, trans. James Martin, in Clarke's Foreign Theological Library, 4th series, vol 6 (Edinburg: T. & T. Clark, 1871), 269-270.

Deuteronomy 6:4-5, "Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God is one LORD: And thou shalt love the LORD thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy might."

The book of Deuteronomy serves as an important book to the Church as well as to the Jews. Jesus quoted from this book on a number of occasions. Paul refers to the book of Deuteronomy in at least six of his epistles as he delivers the doctrines of the New Testament Church. Several General Epistles mention deuteronomic passages as well. After the book of Isaiah , Deuteronomy is the most often quoted book in the New Testament. Thus, the message of God's grace and redemption for Israel as well as the Gentiles is embedded within this Old Testament book of the Law.

Introductory Material- The introduction to the book of Deuteronomy will deal with its historical setting, literary style, and theological framework. 2] These three aspects of introductory material will serve as an important foundation for understanding God's message to us today from this divinely inspired book of the Holy Scriptures. 

2] Someone may associate these three categories with Hermann Gunkel's well-known three-fold approach to form criticism when categorizing the genre found within the book of Psalm: (1) "a common setting in life," (2) "thoughts and mood," (3) "literary forms." In addition, the Word Biblical Commentary uses "Form/Structure/Setting" preceding each commentary section. Although such similarities were not intentional, but rather coincidental, the author was aware of them and found encouragement from them when assigning the three-fold scheme of historical setting, literary style, and theological framework to his introductory material. See Hermann Gunkel, The Psalm: A Form-Critical Introduction, trans. Thomas M. Horner, in Biblical Series, vol 19, ed. John Reumann (Philadelphia, Pennsylvania: Fortress Press, 1967), 10; see also Word Biblical Commentary, eds. Bruce M. Metzger, David A. Hubbard, and Glenn W. Barker (Dallas, Texas: Word Incorporated, 1989-2007).

HISTORICAL SETTING
"We dare not divorce our study from understanding the historical setting of every passage of Scripture 

if we are going to come to grips with the truth and message of the Bible." 

(J. Hampton Keathley) 3]

3] J. Hampton Keathley, III, "Introduction and Historical Setting for Elijah," (Bible.org) [on-line]; accessed 23May 2012; available from http://bible.org/seriespage/introduction-and-historical-setting-elijah; Internet.

Each book of the Holy Scriptures is cloaked within a unique historical setting. An examination of this setting is useful in the interpretation of the book because it provides the context of the passage of Scripture under examination. The section on the historical setting of the book of Deuteronomy will provide a discussion on its title, historical background, authorship, date and place of writing, recipients, and occasion. This discussion supports the Jewish tradition that Moses was the author of the book of Deuteronomy , writing during the period of Israel's wilderness journey.

I. The Title
There are a number of ancient titles associated with the book of Numbers.

A. The Ancient Jewish Title "These Words" - Henry Swete says ancient Jews titled the five books of the Pentateuch, Proverbs , and Lamentations by identifying a key word in the opening verses. 4] The Hebrew title for Deuteronomy was "Eleaddebareim" ( אֵ֣לֶּה הַדְּבָרִ֗ים), which comes from the opening word of this book, meaning "these words," or "these are the words." Origen (c 185 - c 254) testifies to the use of this title by the Jews in his day. 5] Jerome (A.D 342to 420) was familiar with this title as well. 6] The title ( דברים) and ( אלה הדברים) can be found in the standard work Biblia Hebraica Stuttgartensia. 7]

4] Henry B. Swete, An Introduction to Old Testament in Greek (Cambridge: University Press, 1902), 214.

5] Eusebius, the early Church historian, writes, " Deuteronomy , Eleaddebareim, ‘These are the words';" Eusebius, Ecclesiastical History 6251-2, trans. Arthur C. McGiffert under the title The Church History of Eusebius, in A Select Library of Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers of the Christian Church, A New Series, vol 1, eds. Henry Wace and Philip Schaff (Oxford: Parker and Company, c 1890, 1905), 272-3.

6] Jerome says, "the fifth, Elle Addabarim, which is entitled Deuteronomy." See Jerome, "Prefaces to the Books of the Vulgate Version of the Old Testament: The Books of Samuel and Kings," trans. W. H. Freemantle, in A Select Library of Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers of the Christian Church, Second Series, vol 6, eds. Henry Wace and Philip Schaff (New York: The Christian Literature Company, 1893), 489-90.

7] Biblia Hebraica Stuttgartensia, eds. A. Alt, O. Eifelt, P. Kahle, and R. Kittle (Stuttgart: Deutsche Bibelstiftung, c 1967-77); Biblia Hebraica Stuttgartensia: With Westminster Hebrew Morphology, electronic ed, (Stuttgart; Glenside PA: German Bible Society; Westminster Seminary, 1996, c 1925; morphology c 1991), in in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004).

B. The Modern English Title "Deuteronomy" - Today, English bibles use the title " Deuteronomy ," which finds it origin in an incorrect translation found in the LXX, which reads, " το δευτερονομιον τουτο," "this second law," instead of the correct phrase used in the original Hebrew text, "a copy of this law" (see Deuteronomy 17:18). 8] According to KD, the Greek title δευτερονομιον used in the LXX is derived from the Hebrew title given by Hellenistic Jews, which is הַתּוֹׄרָה מׅשְׁנֵה (repetition legis), that is "a repetition of words." 9] Philo called the book by its Greek name δευτερονομιον. 10] The Greek title was known by Melito, bishop of Sardis (d. c 190). 11] The Vulgate followed the LXX with the translation "Deuteronomii (liber)," 12] of which we derived the English title "Deuteronomy." Since the title "Deuteronomy" is used as far back as the LXX, Henry Swete and George Gray believe this title is "of Alexandrian and pre-Christian origin." 13] Because this book records the speeches of Moses as he rehearsed for a second time some of the previous laws to a new generation of people, this title has remained popular because it describes its contents so well. 

8] Samuel J. Schultz, Holy Bible Containing the Old and New Testaments: The Open Bible Edition, (Nashville, Tennessee: Thomas Nelson, Publishers, c 1975), 172.

9] C. F. Keil and F. Delitzsch, Biblical Commentary on the Old Testament: The Pentateuch, vol 3, trans. James Martin, in Clarke's Foreign Theological Library, 4th series, vol 6 (Edinburg: T. & T. Clark, 1871), 269. 
10] Henry B. Swete, An Introduction to Old Testament in Greek (Cambridge: University Press, 1902), 215; Herbert E. Ryle, Philo and Holy Scripture (London: Macmillan and Company, 1895), xxii-xxiii.

11] Eusebius writes, "‘I learned accurately the books of the Old Testament, and send them to thee as written below. Their names are as follows: Of Moses, five books: Genesis ,, Exodus ,, Numbers ,, Leviticus , Deuteronomy; Jesus Nave, Judges , Ruth; of Kings, four books; of Chronicles, two; the Psalm of David; the Proverbs of Song of Solomon , Wisdom also, Ecclesiastes ,, Song of Solomon , Job; of Prophets, Isaiah , Jeremiah; of the twelve prophets, one book; Daniel ,, Ezekiel , Esdras. From which also I have made the extracts, dividing them into six books.' Such are the words of Melito." Eusebius, Ecclesiastical History 42614, trans. Arthur C. McGiffert under the title The Church History of Eusebius, in A Select Library of Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers of the Christian Church, A New Series, vol 1, eds. Henry Wace and Philip Schaff, (Oxford: Parker and Company, c 1890, 1905), 206.

12] Biblia Sacra Juxta Vulgatam Clementinam, ed. electronica (Bellingham, WA: Logos Research Systems, Inc, 2005), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004).

13] Henry B. Swete, An Introduction to Old Testament in Greek (Cambridge: University Press, 1902), 215; George B. Gray, A Critical and Exegetical Commentary on Numbers , in The International Critical Commentary on the Holy Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments, editors Charles A. Briggs, Samuel R. Driver, and Alfred Plummer (New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1903), xxi.

Deuteronomy 17:18, "And it shall be, when he sitteth upon the throne of his kingdom, that he shall write him a copy of this law in a book out of that which is before the priests the Levites:"

II. Historical Background
III. Authorship
See Introduction to the Pentateuch.

IV. Date
See Introduction to the Pentateuch.

V. Recipients
See Introduction to the Pentateuch.

VI. Occasion
LITERARY STYLE (GENRE)
"Perhaps the most important issue in interpretation is the issue of genre. 

If we misunderstand the genre of a text, the rest of our analysis will be askew."

(Thomas Schreiner) 14]

14] Thomas R. Schreiner, Interpreting the Pauline Epistles, second edition (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Baker Academic, c 1990, 2011), 11.

Within the historical setting of the children of Israel in the wilderness, the author of the book of Deuteronomy chose to write using the literary style of the law. Thus, the book of Deuteronomy is assigned to the literary genre called "law." 

There are a number of characteristics about the book of Deuteronomy that distinguish it from the other books of the Old Testament canon. In the area of grammar and syntax, we will look at key phrases. In the area of biblical theology, we will look at the prophetic message.

A. Grammar and Syntax: Key Phrases - There are a number of key phrases that can be found throughout the book of Deuteronomy.

1. "The Lord thy God" - The book of Deuteronomy will use the phrase "the Lord thy God," "the Lord our God," "the Lord your God," "the Lord my God," "the Lord his God," or "the Lord God of thy fathers," on three hundred and two occasions. Moses repeats these phrases many times to emphasize the fact that YHWH God is now in covenant with the children of Israel.

2. "Go in and Possess" - Moses exhorts the Israelites many times to "go in and possess" the land. He constantly reminds them that this is the land that the Lord is giving them.

B. Biblical Theology: The Prophetic Message- Moses was a prophet of God. One of his more significant prophecies is found in Deuteronomy about the coming of the Messiah ( Deuteronomy 18:15). In addition, Deuteronomy 30:1-9 discusses the future dispersion of Israel, their repentance, and restoration, and Israel"s future restoration and conversion, as well as Israel"s national prosperity.

Deuteronomy 18:15, "The LORD thy God will raise up unto thee a Prophet from the midst of thee, of thy brethren, like unto me; unto him ye shall hearken;"

THEOLOGICAL FRAMEWORK
"Scholarly excellence requires a proper theological framework." 

(Andreas Ksenberger) 15]

15] Andreas J. Ksenberger, Excellence: The Character of God and the Pursuit of Scholarly Virtue (Wheaton, Illinois: Crossway, 2011), 161.

Based upon the historical setting and literary style of the book of Deuteronomy , an examination of the purpose, thematic scheme, and literary structure to this book of the Holy Scriptures will reveal its theological framework. This introductory section will sum up its theological framework in the form of an outline, which is then used to identify smaller units or pericopes within the book of Deuteronomy for preaching and teaching passages of Scripture while following the overriding message of the book. Following this outline allows the minister of the Gospel of Jesus Christ to take his followers on a spiritual journey that brings them to the same destination that the author intended his readers to reach.

VII. Purpose
VIII. Thematic Scheme
The Pentateuch is woven together as the first major division of the Holy Scriptures with a three-fold thematic scheme. (1) Primary Theme- The primary, foundational theme of the Pentateuch is the claim found in Deuteronomy 6:4 and known to the Jews as "the Shema," a verse that declares the God of Israel is one, true and living God, a theme that undergirds all five books of the Pentateuch. (2) Secondary Theme- Each book of the Pentateuch has a secondary theme that supports this central theme, providing the evidence to prove that the God of Israel is one God, who had dominion over all other gods worshipped by depraved humanity. Collectively, the secondary themes of the five books of the Pentateuch reveal the establishment of the nation of Israel above the nations of the earth through worship of YHWH, who has chosen Israel through His foreknowledge and divine election to be His chosen method of bringing redemption to mankind. The five books of the Pentateuch form a thematic scheme of God's plan of redemption for the nation of Israel and for the heathen nations with their secondary themes. This thematic scheme follows the structure found in Romans 8:29-30, which is predestination, calling, justification, and glorification. (3) The Third Theme- The third theme of the Pentateuch is an imperative theme, and it is also found in the Shema, where Moses commands Israel to love YHWH their God with all of one's heart, mind, and strength ( Deuteronomy 6:5). 

The book of Deuteronomy offers a three-fold thematic scheme that supports the central claim of the Pentateuch, the claim found in Deuteronomy 6:4 and known to the Jews as "the Shema," a verse that declares the God of Israel is one, true and living God, a theme that undergirds all five books of the Pentateuch. Thus, the foundational theme of Deuteronomy is the central claim of the Pentateuch, a theme shared by all five books in this division of the Holy Scriptures. The book of Deuteronomy carries a secondary theme that emphasizes perseverance from false doctrines from within. After the Lord led Israel through the wilderness for forty years, He inspired Moses to deliver the message of the book of Deuteronomy in which this servant of God rehearsed Israel's forty-year journey in the wilderness, then explained the essence of the Law as loving the Lord with all of one's heart, mind, and strength, and loving one's neighbor as himself, then explaining the consequences of obeying and disobeying the Law through the blessings and curses. Moses predicts Israel's failure to obey the Law through the adoption of pagan idolatry and the nation's downfall, with a promise of a Prophet like unto him bringing future redemption. The book of Leviticus has a third, imperative theme, which is Israel's charge to obey every aspect of the Mosaic Law in order to receive God's blessings. They are called to obey the Lord with all of their heart, mind, and strength ( Deuteronomy 6:5).

A. Primary Theme (Foundational): The Lord is the One, True God- The foundational, underlying theme of the book of Deuteronomy is the central claim of the Pentateuch, a claim which states that the God of Israel is the one true and holy God, who is orchestrating a plan of redemption for mankind. The central claim of the Pentateuch supports the underlying theme of the Old Testament itself, which is the theme of God the Father's foreknowledge and divine election to redeem mankind through predestination, calling, justification, and redemption ( Romans 8:29-30). 

The Primary Theme of Deuteronomy - The book of Deuteronomy reflects the primary theme of the Pentateuch as the Lord demonstrates His omnipotence and redemptive nature. He offers the children of Israel a choice between a life of blessings or curses.

B. Secondary Theme (Structural): Perseverance from False Doctrines from Within- The secondary theme of the Pentateuch is the establishment of the nation of Israel by God's foreknowledge and divine election as His chosen method of bringing redemption to mankind. It is this holy nation that will give birth to the Messiah who will again restore righteousness upon the earth. We can easily see the secondary theme of the Pentateuch by examining the secondary themes of the five books of the Pentateuch, which testify of predestination, calling, justification, indoctrination, divine service, perseverance, and glorification. The book of Deuteronomy carries one of the secondary themes that make up the structure of the Pentateuch, that of perseverance. 

The Secondary Theme of the Individual Books of the Pentateuch- The secondary theme of the first part of the book of Genesis is the predestination of mankind to take dominion upon the earth, and theme of the second part is the origin of the nation of Israel, God's seed of righteousness, which He plans to use to accomplish the redemption of mankind. God will use several men who fulfilled their divine destinies to create the nation of Israel. These patriarchs, Adam, Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph, will play leading roles in preparing for the establishment of this nation in much the same way the Gospels and the book of Acts reveals the origin of the Church and how men like Jesus Christ, Peter, Stephen, Philip the evangelist and Paul the apostle played leading roles in the establishment of the early Church. Thus, the book of Genesis is structured around the genealogies of these men of righteousness in order to explain its theme of the lineage of the nation of Israel. As the first part of the book of Exodus emphasizes deliverance, so do the Gospels testify of our redemption and set us apart from the world. As the last part of the book of Exodus emphasizes the doctrines of the nation of Israel, so to the Pauline Epistles establish Church doctrine. As the book of Leviticus establishes the order of worship for the Israelites, so does the Pastoral Epistles establish Church order. As the book of Numbers explains the perseverance of the "church" in the wilderness, so do the Catholic Epistles of Hebrews , James and 1Peter explain the perseverance of the Church. As the book of Deuteronomy is the second giving of the Law with stern warnings to persevere, so do the Catholic Epistles of 2Peter, 1, 2, 3John and Jude emphasize this same theme. Finally, the story of the conquest of Canaan in the book of Joshua is figurative of the Church entering into Heaven, as is emphasized in the book of Revelation. Note that we find two verses in the New Testament that allow us to look at the Old Testament in a figurative way of the Christian life.

Romans 15:4, "For whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for our learning, that we through patience and comfort of the scriptures might have hope."

1 Corinthians 10:11, "Now all these things happened unto them for ensamples: and they are written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the world are come."

The Secondary Theme of Deuteronomy: Perseverance from False Doctrines from Within - The book of Deuteronomy carries a secondary theme that emphasizes perseverance from false doctrines from within. 

C. Third Theme (Imperative): Obeying the Mosaic Law with All One's Heart, Mind, and Strength- The book of Deuteronomy has a third, imperative theme, which is Israel's charge to obey every aspect of the Mosaic Law in order to receive God's blessings. This theme reflects the third theme of the Pentateuch, which is the command to love the Lord God with all of one's heart, mind, and strength. The Pentateuch teaches the Israelites to obey the Lord with all of their heart, mind, and strength ( Deuteronomy 6:5). This is why the book of Deuteronomy teaches that a relationship to God is more than keeping the Law. It involves obedience, love, affection, and devotion to our Lord. All of one"s success, prosperity, happiness, and eternal destiny depend upon one"s obedience to the heavenly Father. Without question in the minds of the Jews and for us today, the key verse in the book of Deuteronomy and in the Pentateuch is the Shema, which states that our Lord is one God and we are to love Him with all of our heart, mind and strength.

Deuteronomy 6:4-5, "Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God is one LORD: And thou shalt love the LORD thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy might."

Deuteronomy 6:4-5 will become the underlying theme for the rest of the Old Testament, as illustrated and discussed in my introduction to the Old Testament. A careful study will find that the books of the Old Testament are divided into the three-fold make-up of man: heart, soul and body.

Perhaps several other key verses in Deuteronomy would be:

Deuteronomy 10:12, "And now, Israel, what doth the LORD thy God require of thee, but to fear the LORD thy God, to walk in all his ways, and to love him, and to serve the LORD thy God with all thy heart and with all thy soul, To keep the commandments of the LORD, and his statutes, which I command thee this day for thy good?"

Deuteronomy 30:19, "I call heaven and earth to record this day against you, that I have set before you life and death, blessing and cursing: therefore choose life, that both thou and thy seed may live:"

Yet, Israel's failure is predicted by Moses and their need of redemption. Therefore, he tells Israel that God will raise up a Prophet like him who will bring them into their eternal rest ( Deuteronomy 18:15; Deuteronomy 18:18).

IX. Literary Structure
I. Introduction ( Deuteronomy 1:1-2)
II. The First Sermon of Moses: Moses Addresses the Heart of the People ( Deuteronomy 1:3 to Deuteronomy 4:43) - In the first sermon recorded in Deuteronomy , Moses rehearses the Lord's divine providence and care during Israel's forty-year journey in the wilderness since leaving Mount Sinai until their encampment at their present location ( Deuteronomy 1:6 to Deuteronomy 3:29). Moses then calls the children of Israel to commit themselves to obey the Law ( Deuteronomy 4:1-40). 

III. The Second Sermon of Moses: Moses Addresses the Mind of the People ( Deuteronomy 4:44 to Deuteronomy 26:19) - In the second sermon, Moses explains the essence of the Law, which is summed up in the Shema of Deuteronomy 6:4-5, which tells the people to love God with all of their heart, mind, and strength, and to love their neighbor as themselves.

IV. The Third Sermon of Moses: Moses Addresses the Physical and Financial Needs of the People ( Deuteronomy 27:1 to Deuteronomy 30:20) - In the third sermon, Moses explains the blessings and curses as the outcome of either obeying or transgressing the Law.

V. Moses' Final Words and Death ( Deuteronomy 31:1 to Deuteronomy 34:12)
X. Outline of Book
A popular way to outline the book of Deuteronomy is to divide it into the three speeches of Moses.

I. Introduction— Deuteronomy 1:1-2
II. The First Sermon of Moses— Deuteronomy 1:3 to Deuteronomy 4:43
A. Introduction to Moses' First Sermon — Deuteronomy 1:3-5
B. Charge to Depart Mt Sinai & Go Possess the Promised Land — Deuteronomy 1:6-8
C. Moses Appoints Judges over the Children of Israel — Deuteronomy 1:9-18
D. Israel's Failure to Possess the Promised Land at Kadeshbarnea — Deuteronomy 1:19-46
E. The Children of Israel Pass through Edom — Deuteronomy 2:1-7
F. The Children of Israel Pass through Moab — Deuteronomy 2:8-12
G. The Children of Israel Journey Forty Years in the Wilderness — Deuteronomy 2:13-15
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N. Moses Appoints Three Cities of Refuge East of Jordan — Deuteronomy 4:41-43
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A. Introduction to Moses' Second Sermon — Deuteronomy 4:44-49
B. Moses Explains the Ten Commandments— Deuteronomy 5:1 to Deuteronomy 11:32
1. Israel's Covenant with the Lord— Deuteronomy 5:1-5
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3. Israel's Response— Deuteronomy 5:23-32
4. The Essence of the Ten Commandments— Deuteronomy 6:1-25
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3. Laws Concerning False Witnesses— Deuteronomy 19:15-21
4. Laws Concerning Warfare— Deuteronomy 20:1-20
5. Laws Concerning Unsolved Murders— Deuteronomy 21:1-9
6. Laws Concerning Women Taken in Warfare— Deuteronomy 21:10-14
7. Laws Concerning Inheritance Rights— Deuteronomy 21:15-17
8. Laws Concerning Rebellious Children— Deuteronomy 21:18-21
9. Laws Concerning Hanging— Deuteronomy 21:22-23
10. Laws Concerning Sanctity of Life— Deuteronomy 22:1-12
11. Laws Concerning Sexual Immorality— Deuteronomy 22:13-30
12. Laws Concerning General Assembly— Deuteronomy 23:1-8
13. Laws Concerning Hygiene during Encampment— Deuteronomy 23:9-14
14. Miscellaneous Social Laws— Deuteronomy 23:15 to Deuteronomy 25:19
15. Laws Concerning the First-fruit Offering— Deuteronomy 26:1-11
16. Laws Concerning the Tithe— Deuteronomy 26:12-15
17. Conclusion of Second Sermon— Deuteronomy 26:16-19
IV. The Third Sermon of Moses— Deuteronomy 27:1 to Deuteronomy 30:20
A. Inscription of Law in Stone— Deuteronomy 27:1-10
B. Instructions Concerning Pronouncement of Blessings & Curses— Deuteronomy 27:11-26
C. The Blessings and the Curses— Deuteronomy 28:1-68
1. The Blessings— Deuteronomy 28:1-14
2. The Curses— Deuteronomy 28:15-68
3. Moses Charges Israel to Heed this Covenant— Deuteronomy 29:1 to Deuteronomy 30:20
V. Moses' Final Words and Death— Deuteronomy 31:1 to Deuteronomy 34:12
A. Appointment of Joshua— Deuteronomy 31:1-8
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C. Moses Prepares for His Death— Deuteronomy 31:14 to Deuteronomy 32:43
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2. Moses Delivers the Law to the Levites— Deuteronomy 31:22-29
3. The Song of Moses— Deuteronomy 31:30 to Deuteronomy 32:43
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BIBLIOGRAPHY
COMMENTARY BIBLIOGRAPHY
Christensen, Duane L. Deuteronomy 1:1 to Deuteronomy 21:9. In Word Biblical Commentary: 58 Volumes on CD-Rom, vol 6a, second edition. Eds. Bruce M. Metzger, David A. Hubbard and Glenn W. Barker. Dallas: Word Inc, 2002. In Libronix Digital Library System, v 30b [CD-ROM] Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2004.

Driver, S. R. A Critical and Exegetical Commentary on Deuteronomy. In The International Critical Commentary on the Holy Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments. Eds. Charles A. Briggs, Samuel R. Driver, and Alfred Plummer. New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1903.

Keil, C. F. and F. Delitzsch. Biblical Commentary on the Old Testament: The Pentateuch, vol 3. Trans. James Martin. In Clarke's Foreign Theological Library, 4th series, vol 6. Edinburg: T. & T. Clark, 1871. 
Metzger, Bruce M, David A. Hubbard, and Glenn W. Barker, eds. Word Biblical Commentary. Dallas, Texas: Word Incorporated, 1989-2007.

GENERAL BIBLIOGRAPHY
The Book of Jubilees. Trans. R. H. Charles. In The Apocrypha and Pseudepigrapha of the Old Testament in English With Introductions and Critical and Explanatory Notes to the Several Books, vol 2, ed. R. H. Charles, 1-82. Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1913.

Bruce, F. F. The Books and the Parchments. Old Tappan, New Jersey: Fleming H. Revell Company, 1963.

Chappell, Paul G. The Spirit Filled Life Bible. Nashville, Tennessee: Thomas Nelson Publishers, c 1991.

Emerson, Jack. Sermon. Alethia Fellowship Church, Panama City, Florida, 1983-88.

Eusebius, Ecclesiastical History. Trans. Arthur C. McGiffert under the title The Church History of Eusebius. In A Select Library of Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers of the Christian Church, A New Series, vol 1. Eds. Henry Wace and Philip Schaff. Oxford: Parker and Company, c 1890, 1905.

Ewing, W. "Caphtor." In International Standard Bible Encyclopedia. Ed. James Orr. Grand Rapids, Michigan: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co, c 1915, 1939. In The Sword Project, v 1511 [CD-ROM] Temple, AZ: CrossWire Bible Society, 1990-2008.

Ewing, W. "Ebal." In International Standard Bible Encyclopedia. Ed. James Orr. Grand Rapids, Michigan: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co, c 1915, 1939. In The Sword Project, v 1511 [CD-ROM] Temple, AZ: CrossWire Bible Society, 1990-2008.

Gunkel, Hermann. The Psalm: A Form-Critical Introduction. Trans. Thomas M. Horner. In Biblical Series, vol 19. Ed. John Reumann. Philadelphia, Pennsylvania: Fortress Press, 1967.

MacLeod, David J. "The Literary Structure of Hebrews." Bibliotheca Sacra (April 1989): 185-197. In Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004.

Meyer, Joyce. "Monthly Partnership Letter." November 2003. Fenton, Missouri: Joyce Meyer Ministries.

The Monitor Newspaper. Kampala, Uganda.

Ovid. Metamorphoses, vol 2. Trans. Frank J. Miller. In The Loeb Classical Library. Eds. T. E. Page, E. Capps, and W. H. D. Rouse. London: William Heinemann Ltd, 1958.

Pinches, T. G. "Code of Hammurabi." In International Standard Bible Encyclopedia. Ed. James Orr. Grand Rapids, Michigan: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co, c 1915, 1939. In The Sword Project, v 1511 [CD-ROM] Temple, AZ: CrossWire Bible Society, 1990-2008.

Prince, Joseph. "Sermon." Destined to Reign. Lighthouse Television, Kampala, Uganda 17 September 2009. Television program.

Sailhamer, John H. Introduction to Old Testament Theology. Grand Rapids, Michigan: Zondervan Publishing House, c 1995.

Schultz, Samuel J. Holy Bible Containing the Old and New Testaments, The Open Bible Edition. Nashville, Tennessee: Thomas Nelson, Publishers, c 1975.

Singh, Sadhu Sundar. At the Master's Feet. Trans. Arthur Parker. London: Fleming H. Revell Co, 1922. [on-line]. Accessed 26 October 2008. Available from http://www.ccel.org/ccel/singh/feet.html; Internet.

01 Chapter 1 

Verse 1-2 

Introduction to Moses' Speeches - Deuteronomy 1:1-2 contains introductory remarks to Moses' speeches to the children of Israel that are collected in the book of Deuteronomy. Biblical scholars are widely divided as to whether the opening verses of Deuteronomy serve as a part of Moses first speech, or if they provide introductory remarks for this collection of speeches. Those who see these verses as an introduction are widely disagreed as to how many verses make up the introductory remarks. There is general agreement that this introduction does not extend past the fifth verse, so that Deuteronomy 1:6 is a part of Moses first speech. I choose to limit the introduction to Deuteronomy to the first two verses because Deuteronomy 1:3 begins with "and it came to pass," ( וַיְהִי֙) a traditional phrase that begins an Old Testament narrative pericope.

Deuteronomy 1:1 These be the words which Moses spake unto all Israel on this side Jordan in the wilderness, in the plain over against the Red sea, between Paran, and Tophel, and Laban, and Hazeroth, and Dizahab.
Deuteronomy 1:1 — "These be the words which Moses spake unto all Israel" - Comments - "These be the words" - The first verse of Deuteronomy explains the content of the book, which is a collection of speeches of Moses before his death. The opening words ( אֵ֣לֶּה הַדְּבָרִ֗ים) mean, "these words," or "these speeches." Many scholars view the book of Deuteronomy is a collection of three major speeches and an epilogue containing a song of Moses. 

"These be the words which Moses spake unto all Israel" - Throughout the books of Exodus ,, Leviticus , and Numbers , the Lord speaks to the children of Israel through Moses. Thus, the biblical text reads, "And Moses said, Thus saith the LORD…" This is because the Lord was speaking to Moses in an audible voice ( Numbers 12:6-8), and Moses was telling the people what the Lord spoke to him. However, in the book of Deuteronomy , Moses is speaking prophetically by inspiration of the Holy Spirit as he "expounded" the Law to the people ( Deuteronomy 1:5). 16] These represent two different levels of anointing in the life of Moses.

16] C. F. Keil and F. Delitzsch, Biblical Commentary on the Old Testament: The Pentateuch, vol 3, trans. James Martin, in Clarke's Foreign Theological Library, 4th series, vol 6 (Edinburg: T. & T. Clark, 1871), 270. 
Numbers 12:6-8, "And he said, Hear now my words: If there be a prophet among you, I the LORD will make myself known unto him in a vision, and will speak unto him in a dream. My servant Moses is not Song of Solomon , who is faithful in all mine house. With him will I speak mouth to mouth, even apparently, and not in dark speeches; and the similitude of the LORD shall he behold:"

Deuteronomy 1:1 — "on this side Jordan in the wilderness" - Comments- The Pentateuch refers to the location of Israel's encampment east of the Jordan River prior to entering the Promised Land ( Numbers 36:13, Deuteronomy 1:5; Deuteronomy 3:29; Deuteronomy 4:45-46).

Numbers 36:13, "These are the commandments and the judgments, which the LORD commanded by the hand of Moses unto the children of Israel in the plains of Moab by Jordan near Jericho."

Deuteronomy 1:5, "On this side Jordan, in the land of Moab, began Moses to declare this law, saying,"

Deuteronomy 3:29, "So we abode in the valley over against Bethpeor."

Deuteronomy 4:45-46, "These are the testimonies, and the statutes, and the judgments, which Moses spake unto the children of Israel, after they came forth out of Egypt, On this side Jordan, in the valley over against Bethpeor, in the land of Sihon king of the Amorites, who dwelt at Heshbon, whom Moses and the children of Israel smote, after they were come forth out of Egypt:"

Deuteronomy 1:1 — Comments - A number of scholars note how the opening and closing verses of the book of Deuteronomy form an inclusion. 17] The opening and closing verses are similar in that Deuteronomy 1:1 mentions the words of Moses that he spoke to all Israel, while Deuteronomy 34:10-12 describes the mighty deeds that Moses performed in the sight of all Israel. 18] Thus, the book of Deuteronomy characterizes Moses as a mighty preacher through whom God wrought signs and wonder.

17] David MacLeon says, "An inclusio marks off a literary unit by using the same word or phrase at the end of a discussion that was used at the beginning." See David J. MacLeod, "The Literary Structure of Hebrews ," Bibliotheca Sacra (April 1989): 185-197, in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004), 188.

18] Duane L. Christensen, Deuteronomy 1:1-21:9, in Word Biblical Commentary: 58 Volumes on CD-Rom, vol 6a, second edition, eds. Bruce M. Metzger, David A. Hubbard and Glenn W. Barker (Dallas: Word Inc, 2002), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 30b [CD-ROM]. Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2004, notes on Deuteronomy 1:1.

Deuteronomy 1:2 (There are eleven days" journey from Horeb by the way of mount Seir unto Kadeshbarnea.) 
Deuteronomy 1:2 — Comments- It is very possible that Deuteronomy 1:2 is an editing note added during the time that the Pentateuch was compiled by someone like Joshua , or perhaps it was added during the time of Ezra and Nehemiah when the entire Old Testament was compiled. At that time the ancient names of these places was long forgotten, or changed, so that the readers needed a little help in understanding what they were reading. Such ancient "redaction" is considered by modern conservative scholars to be as much a part of the inspired biblical text as the original words spoken and written by Moses. 19] In other words, this is the text that we have been given today as the inspired Word of God, regardless of how it came to its final form.

19] John Sailhamer writes, "Others might argue that the community of faith in the church, accepted the canonical version of the scriptural text and events and thus we as Christians are committed to that decision." He believes that these early witnesses to "the canonical version of the text or events should have priority" over modern "critical methods" that attempt to reconstruct an earlier version of the Scriptures. See John H. Sailhamer, Introduction to Old Testament Theology (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Zondervan Publishing House, c 1995), 113.



Verses 3-8 

Charge to Depart Mount Sinai and Go Possess the Promised Land - In Deuteronomy 1:3-8 Moses rehearses the Lord's charge for Israel to depart Mount Sinai and go possess the Promised Land.

Deuteronomy 1:3 And it came to pass in the fortieth year, in the eleventh month, on the first day of the month, that Moses spake unto the children of Israel, according unto all that the LORD had given him in commandment unto them;
Deuteronomy 1:3 — Comments- Deuteronomy 1:3 tells us that the children of Israel spent forty years in the wilderness. They spent almost one year at Mt. Sinai and sinned at Kadesh Bamea after the first year, then thirty-nine years were counted in the wilderness. 

Numbers 14:34, "After the number of the days in which ye searched the land, even forty days, each day for a year, shall ye bear your iniquities, even forty years, and ye shall know my breach of promise."

Deuteronomy 1:4 After he had slain Sihon the king of the Amorites, which dwelt in Heshbon, and Og the king of Bashan, which dwelt at Astaroth in Edrei: 
Deuteronomy 1:5 On this side Jordan, in the land of Moab, began Moses to declare this law, saying, 
Deuteronomy 1:5 — Comments - Strong says the Hebrew word בָּאַר (H 874) literally "to dig, to engrave," and figuratively, "to explain." Duane Christensen says it means, "to expound" in Deuteronomy 1:5. 20] This word is used in three times in the Old Testament ( Deuteronomy 1:5; Deuteronomy 27:8, Habakkuk 2:2). In Deuteronomy 1:5 the LXX translates the Hebrew word בָּאַר as διασαφέω (to explain) (BDAG), and in Deuteronomy 27:8 and Habakkuk 2:2 the LXX translates the word as σαφῶς (clearly) (BDAG).

20] Duane L. Christensen, Deuteronomy 1:1-21:9, in Word Biblical Commentary: 58 Volumes on CD-Rom, vol 6a, second edition, eds. Bruce M. Metzger, David A. Hubbard and Glenn W. Barker (Dallas: Word Inc, 2002), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 30b [CD-ROM]. Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2004, notes on Deuteronomy 1:5.

Deuteronomy 27:8, "And thou shalt write upon the stones all the words of this law very plainly."

Habakkuk 2:2, "And the LORD answered me, and said, Write the vision, and make it plain upon tables, that he may run that readeth it."

Deuteronomy 1:6 The LORD our God spake unto us in Horeb, saying, Ye have dwelt long enough in this mount:
Deuteronomy 1:6 — Comments- The children of Israel camped at Mount Sinai almost one year ( Exodus 19:1, Numbers 10:11). 

Exodus 19:1, "In the third month, when the children of Israel were gone forth out of the land of Egypt, the same day came they into the wilderness of Sinai."

Numbers 10:11, "And it came to pass on the twentieth day of the second month, in the second year, that the cloud was taken up from off the tabernacle of the testimony."

Deuteronomy 1:7 Turn you, and take your journey, and go to the mount of the Amorites, and unto all the places nigh thereunto, in the plain, in the hills, and in the vale, and in the south, and by the sea side, to the land of the Canaanites, and unto Lebanon, unto the great river, the river Euphrates. 
Deuteronomy 1:7 — Comments- In Deuteronomy 1:7 the Lord describes the geography and boundaries of the Promised Land that He was to give Israel.



Verses 3-49 

The First Speech of Moses - Deuteronomy 1:3 to Deuteronomy 4:49 contains the first speech of Moses to the children of Israel in order to prepare them to enter the Promised Land. The purpose of this speech is to exhort Israel to obey the Law that has been delivered to them in order that they prosper in their new land. In this speech Moses gives an historical overview of Israel's relationship with the Lord since they made a covenant with Him at Mount Sinai. Moses rehearses Israel's forty-year wilderness journey in order to show them God's faithfulness in watching over His people.

1. Charge to Depart Mount Sinai & Go Possess the Promised Land — Deuteronomy 1:3-8
2. Moses Appoints Judges Over the Children of Israel — Deuteronomy 1:9-18
3. Israel's Failure to Possess the Promised Land at Kadeshbarnea — Deuteronomy 1:19-46
4. The Children of Israel Pass Through Edom — Deuteronomy 2:1-7
5. The Children of Israel Pass Through Moab — Deuteronomy 2:8-12
6. The Children of Israel Journey Forty Years in the Wilderness — Deuteronomy 2:13-15
7. The Children of Israel Pass Through the Ammonites — Deuteronomy 2:16-23
8. Israel Defeats Sihon King of the Amorites — Deuteronomy 2:24-37
9. The Children of Israel Defeat Og King of Bashan — Deuteronomy 3:1-7
10. The Lord Gives Israel the Land of the Two Amorite Kings — Deuteronomy 3:8-22
11. God Raises Up Joshua to Lead Israel into the Promised Land — Deuteronomy 3:23-29
12. Moses Exhorts Israel to Hearken Unto the Law — Deuteronomy 4:1-40
13. Moses Appoints Three Cities of Refuge East of Jordan — Deuteronomy 4:41-43
14. Conclusion to Moses' First Speech — Deuteronomy 4:44-49


Verses 9-18 

Moses Appoints Judges Over the Children of Israel - In Deuteronomy 1:9-18 Moses rehearses his appointment of judges over the children of Israel.

Deuteronomy 1:11 (The LORD God of your fathers make you a thousand times so many more as ye are, and bless you, as he hath promised you!)
Deuteronomy 1:11 — "as he hath promised you" - Comments- The promise of Israel's growth was made to Abraham in Genesis 15:5, "And he brought him forth abroad, and said, Look now toward heaven, and tell the stars, if thou be able to number them: and he said unto him, So shall thy seed be."



Verses 19-46 

Israel's Failure to Go in and Possess the Promised Land at Kadeshbarnea - In Deuteronomy 1:19-46 Moses rehearses Israel's failure to go in and possess the Promised Land.

Deuteronomy 1:22 And ye came near unto me every one of you, and said, We will send men before us, and they shall search us out the land, and bring us word again by what way we must go up, and into what cities we shall come.
Deuteronomy 1:22 — Comments- Note that the people, not God, decided to send spies into the land.

Deuteronomy 1:25 — Scripture References - Note:

James 1:17, "Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from the Father of lights, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning."

Deuteronomy 1:27 And ye murmured in your tents, and said, Because the LORD hated us, he hath brought us forth out of the land of Egypt, to deliver us into the hand of the Amorites, to destroy us.
Deuteronomy 1:27 — "And ye murmured in your tents" - Comments- Murmuring is an outward expression of rebellion. People get angry. 

"and said, Because the LORD hated us" - Comments- Such murmuring people get angry at God when bad things happen to them.

Deuteronomy 1:30 The LORD your God which goeth before you, he shall fight for you, according to all that he did for you in Egypt before your eyes;
Deuteronomy 1:29-30 — Comments - Faith in God's Report- Moses believed God's report, along with Caleb and Joshua.

Deuteronomy 1:35 Surely there shall not one of these men of this evil generation see that good land, which I sware to give unto your fathers,
Deuteronomy 1:35 — "evil generation" - Comments- Moses calls the first generation of the children of Israel in the wilderness an "evil generation". They were mindful of their fleshly desires ( Romans 8:6).

Romans 8:6, "For to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually minded is life and peace."

02 Chapter 2 
Verses 1-7 

The Children of Israel Pass Through Edom - In Deuteronomy 2:1-7 Moses rehearses the story of Israel's journey through the land of Edom, which is found in Numbers 20:14-21. God gave possessions to the children of Esau and Lot.

Deuteronomy 2:5 Meddle not with them; for I will not give you of their land, no, not so much as a foot breadth; because I have given mount Seir unto Esau for a possession.
Deuteronomy 2:5 — "because I have given mount Seir unto Esau" - Comments- They disposed the Horims ( Deuteronomy 2:22) and the Arims and the Caphtorims ( Deuteronomy 2:23).



Verses 8-12 

The Children of Israel Pass Through Moab - In Deuteronomy 2:8-12 Moses rehearses Israel's journey through Moab.

Deuteronomy 2:9 And the LORD said unto me, Distress not the Moabites, neither contend with them in battle: for I will not give thee of their land for a possession; because I have given Ar unto the children of Lot for a possession.
Deuteronomy 2:9 — Comments- Ar is given to the Moabites. They disposed the Emims ( Deuteronomy 2:11).

Deuteronomy 2:12 The Horims also dwelt in Seir beforetime; but the children of Esau succeeded them, when they had destroyed them from before them, and dwelt in their stead; as Israel did unto the land of his possession, which the LORD gave unto them.
Deuteronomy 2:12 — Comments- The Edomites were given a successful conquest for their land, a conquest that was similar to the children of Israel"s conquest, and similar to the conquest of the Ammonites ( Deuteronomy 2:21-22). 



Verses 13-15 

The Children of Israel Journey Forty Years in the Wilderness - In Deuteronomy 2:13-15 Moses rehearses Israel's forty-year journey in the wilderness.

Deuteronomy 2:13 Now rise up, said I, and get you over the brook Zered. And we went over the brook Zered.
Deuteronomy 2:14 And the space in which we came from Kadeshbarnea, until we were come over the brook Zered, was thirty and eight years; until all the generation of the men of war were wasted out from among the host, as the LORD sware unto them.
Deuteronomy 2:15 For indeed the hand of the LORD was against them, to destroy them from among the host, until they were consumed.


Verses 16-23 

The Children of Israel Pass Through the Ammonites- In Deuteronomy 2:16-23 Moses rehearses Israel's journey through the land of the Ammonites.

Deuteronomy 2:16 So it came to pass, when all the men of war were consumed and dead from among the people,
Deuteronomy 2:17 That the LORD spake unto me, saying,
Deuteronomy 2:18 Thou art to pass over through Ar, the coast of Moab, this day:
Deuteronomy 2:19 And when thou comest nigh over against the children of Ammon, distress them not, nor meddle with them: for I will not give thee of the land of the children of Ammon any possession; because I have given it unto the children of Lot for a possession.
Deuteronomy 2:19 — "the children of Ammon" - Comments- They disposed the Zamzummims ( Deuteronomy 2:20).

Deuteronomy 2:20 (That also was accounted a land of giants: giants dwelt therein in old time; and the Ammonites call them Zamzummims;
Deuteronomy 2:21 A people great, and many, and tall, as the Anakims; but the LORD destroyed them before them; and they succeeded them, and dwelt in their stead: 
Deuteronomy 2:22 As he did to the children of Esau, which dwelt in Seir, when he destroyed the Horims from before them; and they succeeded them, and dwelt in their stead even unto this day: 
Deuteronomy 2:21-22 — Comments - The Conquest of the Ammonites- The Ammonites were given a successful conquest for their land similar to the children of Israel"s conquest, and similar to the conquest of the Edomites ( Deuteronomy 2:12).

Deuteronomy 2:23 And the Avims which dwelt in Hazerim, even unto Azzah, the Caphtorims, which came forth out of Caphtor, destroyed them, and dwelt in their stead.)
Deuteronomy 2:23 — "which came forth out of Caphtor" - Comments- Most scholars believe that Caphtor is a reference to Crete, and the Scriptures suggest the Philistines came out of the nation of Caphtor (ISBE). 21]

21] W. Ewing, "Caphtor," in International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, ed. James Orr (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co, c 1915, 1939), in The Sword Project, v 1511 [CD-ROM] (Temple, AZ: CrossWire Bible Society, 1990-2008).

Genesis 10:13-14, "And Mizraim begat Ludim, and Anamim, and Lehabim, and Naphtuhim, and Pathrusim, and Casluhim, (out of whom came Philistim,) and Caphtorim." (also 1 Chronicles 1:12) 

Jeremiah 47:4, "Because of the day that cometh to spoil all the Philistines, and to cut off from Tyrus and Zidon every helper that remaineth: for the LORD will spoil the Philistines, the remnant of the country of Caphtor."

Amos 9:7, "Are ye not as children of the Ethiopians unto me, O children of Israel? saith the LORD. Have not I brought up Israel out of the land of Egypt? and the Philistines from Caphtor, and the Syrians from Kir?"



Verses 24-37 

Israel Defeats Sihon King of the Amorites - In Deuteronomy 2:24 Moses rehearses Israel's defeat of Sihon king of the Amorites.

Deuteronomy 2:24 Rise ye up, take your journey, and pass over the river Arnon: behold, I have given into thine hand Sihon the Amorite, king of Heshbon, and his land: begin to possess it, and contend with him in battle.
Deuteronomy 2:30 But Sihon king of Heshbon would not let us pass by him: for the LORD thy God hardened his spirit, and made his heart obstinate, that he might deliver him into thy hand, as appeareth this day.
Deuteronomy 2:30 — Comments- The Lord also hardened Pharaoh's spirit and made his heart obstinate so that He could magnify Himself in the sight of Israel as the true and living God. 

Exodus 4:21, "And the LORD said unto Moses, When thou goest to return into Egypt, see that thou do all those wonders before Pharaoh, which I have put in thine hand: but I will harden his heart, that he shall not let the people go."

03 Chapter 3 
Verses 1-7 

The Children of Israel Defeat Og King of Bashan - In Deuteronomy 3:1-3 Moses rehearses the events Israel's defeat of Og king of Basham, which is recorded in Numbers 21:33-35.

Deuteronomy 3:1 Then we turned, and went up the way to Bashan: and Og the king of Bashan came out against us, he and all his people, to battle at Edrei.
Deuteronomy 3:1 — Comments- Bashan was located north of the Amorites.



Verses 8-22 

The Lord Gives Israel the Land of the Two Amorite Kings - In Deuteronomy 3:8-22 Moses rehearses the event of the Lord giving Israel the land of the two Amorite kings that were defeated.

Deuteronomy 3:14 Jair the son of Manasseh took all the country of Argob unto the coasts of Geshuri and Maachathi; and called them after his own name, Bashanhavothjair, unto this day.
Deuteronomy 3:14 — "Bashanhavothjair" - Comments- The ASV reads, "Jair the son of Manasseh took all the region of Argob, unto the border of the Geshurites and the Maacathites, and called them, even Bashan, after his own name, Havvoth-jair, unto this day.)"

Note a reference to "Havothjair" in Numbers 32:41, "And Jair the son of Manasseh went and took the small towns thereof, and called them Havothjair."

Deuteronomy 3:17 The plain also, and Jordan, and the coast thereof, from Chinnereth even unto the sea of the plain, even the salt sea, under Ashdothpisgah eastward.
Deuteronomy 3:17 — "from Chinnereth" - Comments- Chinnereth was the name of a city which was near the shore of the lake of Galilee, just south of Tiberias. Easton says, "The town seems to have given its name to a district, as appears from 1 Kings 15:20, where the plural form of the word is used." The Sea of Chinnereth ( Numbers 34:11; Joshua 13:27), or of Chinneroth ( Joshua 12:3), was the "lake of Gennesaret" or "sea of Tiberias" ( Deuteronomy 3:17; Joshua 11:2). Chinnereth was probably an ancient Canaanitish name adopted by the Israelites into their language."

1 Kings 15:20, "So Benhadad hearkened unto king Asa, and sent the captains of the hosts which he had against the cities of Israel, and smote Ijon, and Daniel , and Abelbethmaachah, and all Cinneroth, with all the land of Naphtali."

Numbers 34:11, "And the coast shall go down from Shepham to Riblah, on the east side of Ain; and the border shall descend, and shall reach unto the side of the sea of Chinnereth eastward:"

Joshua 13:27, "And in the valley, Betharam, and Bethnimrah, and Succoth, and Zaphon, the rest of the kingdom of Sihon king of Heshbon, Jordan and his border, even unto the edge of the sea of Chinnereth on the other side Jordan eastward."

Joshua 12:3, "And from the plain to the sea of Chinneroth on the east, and unto the sea of the plain, even the salt sea on the east, the way to Bethjeshimoth; and from the south, under Ashdothpisgah:"

Deuteronomy 3:17, "The plain also, and Jordan, and the coast thereof, from Chinnereth even unto the sea of the plain, even the salt sea, under Ashdothpisgah eastward."

Joshua 11:2, "And to the kings that were on the north of the mountains, and of the plains south of Chinneroth, and in the valley, and in the borders of Dor on the west,"

Deuteronomy 3:17 — "even unto the sea of the plain, even the salt sea" - Comments- The Salt Sea is called today by the name "Dead Sea."



Verses 23-29 

God Raises Up Joshua to Lead Israel into the Promised Land - In Deuteronomy 3:23-29 Moses explains why he would not pass over the Jordan, and that Israel would be given Joshua as their new leader. Note that Moses represented the Law, which Paul argued in his epistles to the Romans and Galatians was not able to justify someone before God. However, Joshua represents Jesus Christ, who is able to bring us unto rest and salvation ( Hebrews 4:1-10).

04 Chapter 4 
Verses 1-40 

Moses Exhorts Israel to Hearken Unto the Law - In Deuteronomy 4:1-40 Moses exhorts Israel to hearken unto the Law in order that they may prosper in the Promised Land.

Deuteronomy 4:3 Your eyes have seen what the LORD did because of Baalpeor: for all the men that followed Baalpeor, the LORD thy God hath destroyed them from among you.
Deuteronomy 4:3 — Comments- The story of Israel's sin with the Moabite idol called Baalpeor and God's swift judgment is recorded in Numbers 25:1-18.

Deuteronomy 4:8 And what nation is there so great, that hath statutes and judgments so righteous as all this law, which I set before you this day?
Deuteronomy 4:8 — Comments- In 1901 a man by the name of M. J. de Morgan discovered a great stele at Susa in Elam, in which was inscribed the most ancient set of civil laws known to Prayer of Manasseh , called The Code of Hammurabi, dating back to the 2100 B.C. 22] Many scholars believe that King Hammurabi is referred to in Genesis 14:1 as "Amraphel king of Shinar." This code of laws deals with rights and responsibilities as well as worker's wages and was effective throughout the entire Middle East. Thus, when Moses states that there has been no nation with so great a set of statues and judgments so righteous, he was certainly comparing the Mosaic Law to The Code of Hammurabi.

22] T. G. Pinches, "Code of Hammurabi,"in International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, ed. James Orr (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co, c 1915, 1939), in The Sword Project, v 1511 [CD-ROM] (Temple, AZ: CrossWire Bible Society, 1990-2008).

Deuteronomy 4:24 For the LORD thy God is a consuming fire, even a jealous God.
Deuteronomy 4:24 — "For the LORD thy God is a consuming fire" - Comments- This same description regarding God's divine nature is found in two others Scripture passages ( Deuteronomy 9:3, Hebrews 12:29). 

Deuteronomy 9:3, "Understand therefore this day, that the LORD thy God is he which goeth over before thee; as a consuming fire he shall destroy them, and he shall bring them down before thy face: so shalt thou drive them out, and destroy them quickly, as the LORD hath said unto thee." 

Hebrews 12:29, "For our God is a consuming fire."

Deuteronomy 4:24 — "even a jealous God" - Comments- The description of YHWH as a jealous God was used frequently by Moses and Joshua:

Exodus 20:5, "Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them: for I the LORD thy God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth generation of them that hate me;" 

Exodus 34:14, "For thou shalt worship no other god: for the LORD, whose name is Jealous, is a jealous God:"

Deuteronomy 5:9, "Thou shalt not bow down thyself unto them, nor serve them: for I the LORD thy God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth generation of them that hate me,"

Deuteronomy 6:15, "(For the LORD thy God is a jealous God among you) lest the anger of the LORD thy God be kindled against thee, and destroy thee from off the face of the earth." 

Joshua 24:19, "And Joshua said unto the people, Ye cannot serve the LORD: for he is an holy God; he is a jealous God; he will not forgive your transgressions nor your sins."

Deuteronomy 4:26 I call heaven and earth to witness against you this day, that ye shall soon utterly perish from off the land whereunto ye go over Jordan to possess it; ye shall not prolong your days upon it, but shall utterly be destroyed.
Deuteronomy 4:26 — "I call heaven and earth to witness against you this day" - Comments - Moses will make this same statement throughout the book of Deuteronomy ( Deuteronomy 4:29; Deuteronomy 30:19; Deuteronomy 31:28; Deuteronomy 32:1-2).

Deuteronomy 30:19, "I call heaven and earth to record this day against you, that I have set before you life and death, blessing and cursing: therefore choose life, that both thou and thy seed may live:"

Deuteronomy 31:28, "Gather unto me all the elders of your tribes, and your officers, that I may speak these words in their ears, and call heaven and earth to record against them."

Deuteronomy 32:1-2, "Give ear, O ye heavens, and I will speak; and hear, O earth, the words of my mouth. My doctrine shall drop as the rain, my speech shall distil as the dew, as the small rain upon the tender herb, and as the showers upon the grass:"

Note a similar statement in Psalm 50:4, "He shall call to the heavens from above, and to the earth, that he may judge his people." The prophet Isaiah opens his collection of prophecies with a similar statement, "Hear, O heavens, and give ear, O earth: for the LORD hath spoken, I have nourished and brought up children, and they have rebelled against me." ( Isaiah 1:2)

The closing passage of Isaiah explains that the heaven is God's throne and the earth is his footstool ( Isaiah 66:1). Therefore, the description of God calling heaven and earth together means that He is entering into divine judgment. He will issue indictments against His people and bring due judgment for their sins. Thus, the book of Deuteronomy is a collection of sermons in which Moses decrees divine judgment upon Israel in God's stead.

Isaiah 66:1, "Thus saith the LORD, The heaven is my throne, and the earth is my footstool: where is the house that ye build unto me? and where is the place of my rest?"

Deuteronomy 4:35 Unto thee it was shewed, that thou mightest know that the LORD he is God; there is none else beside him.
Deuteronomy 4:35 — Old Testament Quotes in the New Testament - Mark 12:32 makes a reference to Deuteronomy 4:35.

Mark 12:32, "And the scribe said unto him, Well, Master, thou hast said the truth: for there is one God; and there is none other but he:"

Deuteronomy 4:39 Know therefore this day, and consider it in thine heart, that the LORD he is God in heaven above, and upon the earth beneath: there is none else.
Deuteronomy 4:39 — "he is God in heaven above, and upon the earth beneath" - Comments- The children of Israel are given a description of God as the Almighty God in contrast to the multitude of gods that the surrounding nations worship. These nations credit their gods to the oversight of heaven and earth. 

Deuteronomy 4:40 Thou shalt keep therefore his statutes, and his commandments, which I command thee this day, that it may go well with thee, and with thy children after thee, and that thou mayest prolong thy days upon the earth, which the LORD thy God giveth thee, for ever.
Deuteronomy 4:41-43 — Moses Appoints Three Cities of Refuge East of Jordan - In Deuteronomy 4:41-43 Moses appoints three cities of refuge east of Jordan. Joshua will later appoint such cities in the Promised Land ( Joshua 20:1-9). The charge to appoint cities of refuge was first given by Moses in Numbers 35:6; Numbers 35:11-34. There were to be three cities of refuge east of Jordan and three cities west of Jordan ( Numbers 35:14).

Numbers 35:14, "Ye shall give three cities on this side Jordan, and three cities shall ye give in the land of Canaan, which shall be cities of refuge."

Deuteronomy 4:41 Then Moses severed three cities on this side Jordan toward the sunrising;
Deuteronomy 4:42 That the slayer might flee thither, which should kill his neighbour unawares, and hated him not in times past; and that fleeing unto one of these cities he might live:
Deuteronomy 4:43 Namely, Bezer in the wilderness, in the plain country, of the Reubenites; and Ramoth in Gilead, of the Gadites; and Golan in Bashan, of the Manassites.


Verses 44-49 

Conclusion to Moses' First Speech - Deuteronomy 4:44-49 serves as a conclusion to Moses' first speech.

Deuteronomy 4:49 And all the plain on this side Jordan eastward, even unto the sea of the plain, under the springs of Pisgah.
Deuteronomy 4:49 — "the sea of the plain" - Comments- The "sea of the plain" mentioned in Deuteronomy 4:49 is the Sea of Arabah, which refers to the depression of the Jordan valley, extending from Mount Hermon to the Gulf of Akabah.

JPS, "and all the Arabah beyond the Jordan eastward, even unto the sea of the Arabah, under the slopes of Pisgah."

05 Chapter 5 

Verses 1-33 

Moses Rehearses the Decalogue to the Children of Israel - In Deuteronomy 5:1-22 Moses repeats the Ten Commandments to the children of Israel, which was first given in Exodus 20:2-17.

Deuteronomy 5:16-21 — The Commandments to Love Your Neighbour As Yourself - Jesus summarized the last six commandments of the Decalogue to mean that men were to love their neighbours as themselves. 

Old Testament Quotes in the New Testament - Note Jesus' reference to five of these commandments in the New Testament.

Matthew 19:18-19, "He saith unto him, Which? Jesus said, Thou shalt do no murder, Thou shalt not commit adultery, Thou shalt not steal, Thou shalt not bear false witness, Honour thy father and thy mother: and, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself."

Mark 10:19, "Thou knowest the commandments, Do not commit adultery, Do not kill, Do not steal, Do not bear false witness, Defraud not, Honour thy father and mother."

Luke 18:20, "Thou knowest the commandments, Do not commit adultery, Do not kill, Do not steal, Do not bear false witness, Honour thy father and thy mother."

Note a reference to Deuteronomy 5:17-21 in Romans 13:9.

Romans 13:9, "For this, Thou shalt not commit adultery, Thou shalt not kill, Thou shalt not steal, Thou shalt not bear false witness, Thou shalt not covet; and if there be any other commandment, it is briefly comprehended in this saying, namely, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself."

Deuteronomy 5:16 Honour thy father and thy mother, as the LORD thy God hath commanded thee; that thy days may be prolonged, and that it may go well with thee, in the land which the LORD thy God giveth thee.
Deuteronomy 5:16 — Old Testament Quotes in the New Testament - Note references to Deuteronomy 5:16 in the New Testament.

Matthew 15:4, "For God commanded, saying, Honour thy father and mother: and, He that curseth father or mother, let him die the death."

Mark 7:10, "For Moses said, Honour thy father and thy mother; and, Whoso curseth father or mother, let him die the death:"

Ephesians 6:1-3, "Children, obey your parents in the Lord: for this is right. Honour thy father and mother; (which is the first commandment with promise;) That it may be well with thee, and thou mayest live long on the earth."

Deuteronomy 5:17 Thou shalt not kill.
Deuteronomy 5:17 — Old Testament Quotes in the New Testament - Note a reference to Deuteronomy 5:17 in the New Testament.

Matthew 5:21, "Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time, Thou shalt not kill; and whosoever shall kill shall be in danger of the judgment:"

Deuteronomy 5:18 Neither shalt thou commit adultery.
Deuteronomy 5:18 — Old Testament Quotes in the New Testament - Note a reference to Deuteronomy 5:18 in Matthew 5:27.

Matthew 5:27, "Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time, Thou shalt not commit adultery:"

Deuteronomy 5:17-18 — Old Testament Quotes in the New Testament - Note a reference to Deuteronomy 5:17-18 in the James 2:10-11.

James 2:10-11, "For whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in one point, he is guilty of all. For he that said, Do not commit adultery, said also, Do not kill. Now if thou commit no adultery, yet if thou kill, thou art become a transgressor of the law."

Deuteronomy 5:21 Neither shalt thou desire thy neighbour"s wife, neither shalt thou covet thy neighbour"s house, his field, or his manservant, or his maidservant, his ox, or his ass, or any thing that is thy neighbour"s.
Deuteronomy 5:21 — Old Testament Quotes in the New Testament - Note a reference to Deuteronomy 5:21 in Romans 7:7.

Romans 7:7, "What shall we say then? Is the law sin? God forbid. Nay, I had not known sin, but by the law: for I had not known lust, except the law had said, Thou shalt not covet."

Deuteronomy 5:22 These words the LORD spake unto all your assembly in the mount out of the midst of the fire, of the cloud, and of the thick darkness, with a great voice: and he added no more. And he wrote them in two tables of stone, and delivered them unto me.
06 Chapter 6 

Verses 1-25 

Deuteronomy 6:4-9 — The Shema- Perhaps the most important Old Testament passage to the Jews in revealing God's redemptive plan for mankind can be found in Deuteronomy 6:4-6, which the Jews call "the Shema," ( שָׁמַע), a name derived from the first Hebrew word in this biblical text. This passage of Scripture reveals that there is only one true God, and that Israel was to serve Him only. S. R. Driver calls this passage "the fundamental truth of Israel's religion." 23] Because of its historical importance to the Old Testament Jews this passage of Scripture appears numerous times in the New Testament writings ( Matthew 22:37, Mark 12:29-32; Mark 12:37, Luke 10:27). For example, when Jesus was asked by the Pharisees what was the greatest commandment, He quoted the Shema, "The first of all the commandments Isaiah , Hear, O Israel; The Lord our God is one Lord..." ( Mark 12:29) In other words, Jesus considered the Shema the single most important text of the Old Testament, revealing to Israel that there is only one true God whom the Jews were to serve with all of their heart, soul, and strength. Paul Chappell says that a long-standing tradition of the Jews has been to recite this passage, as well as Deuteronomy 11:13-21 and Numbers 15:37-41, as a part of their daily prayers. 24]

23] Duane L. Christensen, Deuteronomy 1:1-21:9, in Word Biblical Commentary: 58 Volumes on CD-Rom, vol 6a, second edition, eds. Bruce M. Metzger, David A. Hubbard and Glenn W. Barker (Dallas: Word Inc, 2002), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 30b [CD-ROM]. Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2004, notes on Deuteronomy 6:4-9, Form, Structure, Setting.

24] Paul G. Chappell, The Spirit Filled Life Bible (Nashville, Tennessee: Thomas Nelson Publishers, c 1991), 262. 

Jesus refers to this popular Jewish passage in the Gospels.

Matthew 22:37-40, "Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. This is the first and great commandment. And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets."

Mark 12:29-33, "And Jesus answered him, The first of all the commandments Isaiah , Hear, O Israel; The Lord our God is one Lord: And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy strength: this is the first commandment. And the second is like, namely this, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. There is none other commandment greater than these. And the scribe said unto him, Well, Master, thou hast said the truth: for there is one God; and there is none other but he: And to love him with all the heart, and with all the understanding, and with all the soul, and with all the strength, and to love his neighbour as himself, is more than all whole burnt offerings and sacrifices."

Luke 10:27, "And he answering said, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy strength, and with all thy mind; and thy neighbour as thyself."

Deuteronomy 6:5 And thou shalt love the LORD thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy might.
Deuteronomy 6:5 — Word Study on "heart" - Hebrew ( לֵבָב) (H 3824).

Deuteronomy 6:5 — Word Study on "soul" - Hebrew ( נֶפֶשׁ) (H 5315).

Deuteronomy 6:5 — Word Study on "might" - Strong says the Hebrew word "might" ( מְאׂד) (H 3966) means, "vehemently, wholly, speedily."

Deuteronomy 6:6 And these words, which I command thee this day, shall be in thine heart: 
Deuteronomy 6:13 Thou shalt fear the LORD thy God, and serve him, and shalt swear by his name.
Deuteronomy 6:13 — Old Testament Quotes in the New Testament - Jesus quoted Deuteronomy 6:13 when rebuking Satan in His wilderness temptation ( Matthew 4:10, Luke 4:8).

Matthew 4:10, "Then saith Jesus unto him, Get thee hence, Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve."

Luke 4:8, "And Jesus answered and said unto him, Get thee behind me, Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve."

Deuteronomy 6:16 Ye shall not tempt the LORD your God, as ye tempted him in Massah.
Deuteronomy 6:16 — Old Testament Quotes in the New Testament - Jesus quoted Deuteronomy 6:16 when rebuking Satan in His wilderness temptation ( Matthew 4:7, Luke 4:12).

Matthew 4:7, "Jesus said unto him, It is written again, Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God."

Luke 4:12, "And Jesus answering said unto him, It is said, Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God."

Deuteronomy 6:20-25 — Explanation to the Children for Obeying the Mosaic Laws - In Deuteronomy 6:20-25 Moses tells the people what to say to their children when they are asked a very practical question. Every child will ask their parents why they have to do this and that. The parents are to reply by telling how God in his grace redeemed them from Egypt. In other words, there is a message of God's grace that underlies the works of the Law. The children of Israel were to obey the Lord because He was their Redeemer.

07 Chapter 7 

Verses 1-26 

Deuteronomy 7:1 When the LORD thy God shall bring thee into the land whither thou goest to possess it, and hath cast out many nations before thee, the Hittites, and the Girgashites, and the Amorites, and the Canaanites, and the Perizzites, and the Hivites, and the Jebusites, seven nations greater and mightier than thou;
Deuteronomy 7:1 — "seven nations greater and mightier than thou" - Comments- The number seven was always an indication of God's divine providence in the affairs of mankind. The Israelites realized the significance of seven nations and believed that God's hand would be with them in conquering these seven.

Deuteronomy 7:9 Know therefore that the LORD thy God, he is God, the faithful God, which keepeth covenant and mercy with them that love him and keep his commandments to a thousand generations;
Deuteronomy 7:9 — Comments- Deuteronomy 7:9 tells us that God keeps His covenants and shows mercy to a thousand generations towards those who love Him and keep His commandments. I have seen a practical application of this in my family's Christian heritage. My Grandfather was converted to Christianity when the Lord spoke to him out of a bright light that shone upon him while riding his bicycle to work one morning in the early 1940's. He later desired to become an ordained minister, but was not allowed by the Southern Baptist church because he has been married twice. However, he preached on a number of occasions when invited. He had a Song of Solomon , which he hoped would become a preacher. Unfortunately, he strayed away from the Lord for about forty years before coming back to Jesus, so he never entered the ministry. My mother gave her life to Jesus about the time of his conversion, being around seven years old. She grew up and began to raise a family, but longed to become a missionary. The Lord helped her to understand that her mission field was her home. On my father's side, his mother desired her son to go into the ministry, but he resisted this notion his entire life. But God was not going to let these desires go unheard. My brother and myself eventually because ordained ministers of the Gospel and I became a missionary. God answered the prayers of my grandparents and mother, despite the fact that it took several generations.

Deuteronomy 7:17 If thou shalt say in thine heart, These nations are more than I how can I dispossess them?
Deuteronomy 7:18 Thou shalt not be afraid of them: but shalt well remember what the LORD thy God did unto Pharaoh, and unto all Egypt;
Deuteronomy 7:19 The great temptations which thine eyes saw, and the signs, and the wonders, and the mighty hand, and the stretched out arm, whereby the LORD thy God brought thee out: so shall the LORD thy God do unto all the people of whom thou art afraid.
Deuteronomy 7:17-19 — Comments - Israel is to Remember God's Mighty Deliverances of the Past- The children of Israel need proof that God was with them and would give them the victory over their enemies in the land of Canaan. Therefore, God provided proof by showing Himself strong against the mightiest nation on earth during this period of ancient history. The ten plagues that God sent upon the Egyptians and deliverance of the children of Israel stands as an eternal monument of God's willingness and ability to guide His people to victory in any circumstance. In Deuteronomy 7:17-19 God reminds them of these miracles so that they would not be afraid. This event is mentioned throughout the history of Israel for the same reason, and it will become a part of the message of the New Testament Church. The Exodus stands unique as an eternal reminder of God's delivering power for His people.

Deuteronomy 7:26 Neither shalt thou bring an abomination into thine house, lest thou be a cursed thing like it: but thou shalt utterly detest it, and thou shalt utterly abhor it; for it is a cursed thing.
Deuteronomy 7:26 — Illustration - When Achan stole silver and gold from the battle of Jericho, God told Joshua to cast lots to determine who had taken the accursed things ( Joshua 7:10-26).

Joshua 7:11, "Israel hath sinned, and they have also transgressed my covenant which I commanded them: for they have even taken of the accursed thing, and have also stolen, and dissembled also, and they have put it even among their own stuff."

08 Chapter 8 

Verses 1-20 

Deuteronomy 8:1-20 — A Warning to Remember the Lord in their Prosperity- In Deuteronomy 8:1-20 Moses describes the blessings of the Promised Land to the children of Israel. He speaks of "a good land, a land of brooks of water, of mountain springs, a land of wheat, and barley, and vines, and fig trees, and pomegranates; a land of oil olive, and honey; a land of iron and brass, and a land without lack." Much of this generation of people were born in the wilderness and had never seen prosperity. They only knew of a wilderness, of manna, and water from a rock. They had never slept in a house or kept beautiful gardens and herded flocks of animals. Therefore, the Lord has Moses take the time to paint for them a mental picture of the prosperity into which He wants to lead them. However, much of this chapter also reminds them of where He brought them from and a clear warning not to forsake Him in the midst of their prosperity.

Deuteronomy 8:2 And thou shalt remember all the way which the LORD thy God led thee these forty years in the wilderness, to humble thee, and to prove thee, to know what was in thine heart, whether thou wouldest keep his commandments, or no.
Deuteronomy 8:2 — "And thou shalt remember" - Comments- The Pentateuch was written so that the children of Israel would "remember" the Law, as well as their wilderness journeys.

Deuteronomy 8:2 — Comments- Joyce Meyer said the Lord spoke to her saying, "The children of Israel spent forty years in the wilderness making an eleven-day trip because they had a ‘wilderness mentality.'" 25]

25] Joyce Meyer, "Monthly Partnership Letter," November 2003 (Fenton, Missouri: Joyce Meyer Ministries).

Deuteronomy 8:3 And he humbled thee, and suffered thee to hunger, and fed thee with manna, which thou knewest not, neither did thy fathers know; that he might make thee know that man doth not live by bread only, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of the LORD doth man live.
Deuteronomy 8:3 — — Comments- Note these insightful words by Sadhu Sundar Singh.

"I have infused into man's nature hunger and thirst, that he may not in sheer heedlessness regard himself as God, but that day by day he may be reminded of his needs and that his life is bound up with the life and existence of Someone who created him. Thus being made aware of his defects and necessities, he may abide in Me and I in him, and then he will ever find in Me his happiness and joy." 26]

26] Sadhu Sundar Singh, At the Master's Feet, trans. Arthur Parker (London: Fleming H. Revell Co, 1922) [on-line]; accessed 26 October 2008; available from http://www.ccel.org/ccel/singh/feet.html; Internet, "III Prayer," section 2, part 10.

Deuteronomy 8:3 — Old Testament Quotes in the New Testament - Jesus made a reference to Deuteronomy 8:3 when rebuking Satan during His temptation in the wilderness.

Matthew 4:4, "But he answered and said, It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God."

Luke 4:4, "And Jesus answered him, saying, It is written, That man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word of God."

Deuteronomy 8:9 A land wherein thou shalt eat bread without scarceness, thou shalt not lack any thing in it; a land whose stones are iron, and out of whose hills thou mayest dig brass.
Deuteronomy 8:9 — "a land whose stones are iron, and out of whose hills thou mayest dig brass" - Comments- Israel did not enjoyed the economic benefits of iron and brass until the reign of King David, over fie hundred years after this promise was given. The strength of the nation of Israel was in direct proportion to their ability to use these metals.

For example, the children of Israel were oppressed during the time of the Judges because their enemies were using iron and they were not able to do so ( Judges 1:19; Judges 4:3).

Judges 1:19, "And the LORD was with Judah; and he drave out the inhabitants of the mountain; but could not drive out the inhabitants of the valley, because they had chariots of iron."

Judges 4:3, "And the children of Israel cried unto the LORD: for he had nine hundred chariots of iron; and twenty years he mightily oppressed the children of Israel."

During the time of King Saul, the Philistines also oppressed the children of Israel because of the advantage of having iron weapons ( 1 Samuel 13:19-22).

1 Samuel 13:19-22, "Now there was no smith found throughout all the land of Israel: for the Philistines said, Lest the Hebrews make them swords or spears: But all the Israelites went down to the Philistines, to sharpen every man his share, and his coulter, and his axe, and his mattock. Yet they had a file for the mattocks, and for the coulters, and for the forks, and for the axes, and to sharpen the goads. So it came to pass in the day of battle, that there was neither sword nor spear found in the hand of any of the people that were with Saul and Jonathan: but with Saul and with Jonathan his son was there found."

Until King David led the nation of Israel in to obedience to the Laws of God, they lacked the wisdom to exploit these natural resources. Once God gave them the use of these metals, Israel began to rule in power and authority. In the building of the Temple, David had accumulated a tremendous amount of these metals ( 1 Chronicles 22:16).

1 Chronicles 22:16, "Of the gold, the silver, and the brass, and the iron, there is no number. Arise therefore, and be doing, and the LORD be with thee."

Thus, we can see how iron represents strength. It is used as a symbol of strength and authority in Scripture in the phrase, "a rod of iron" ( Psalm 2:9, Revelation 2:27; Revelation 12:5; Revelation 19:15).

Psalm 2:9, "Thou shalt break them with a rod of iron; thou shalt dash them in pieces like a potter"s vessel."

Revelation 2:27, "And he shall rule them with a rod of iron; as the vessels of a potter shall they be broken to shivers: even as I received of my Father."

Revelation 12:5, "And she brought forth a man child, who was to rule all nations with a rod of iron: and her child was caught up unto God, and to his throne."

Revelation 19:15, "And out of his mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it he should smite the nations: and he shall rule them with a rod of iron: and he treadeth the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God."

Deuteronomy 8:17 And thou say in thine heart, My power and the might of mine hand hath gotten me this wealth.
Deuteronomy 8:17 — Comments- When the supernatural work of prosperity in our lives becomes the norm, man tends to forget that it is God who is orchestrating his blessings. He is then in danger of giving himself credit for his prosperity and blessings. 27]

27] Joseph Prince, "Sermon," Destined to Reign, Lighthouse Television, Kampala, Uganda, 17 September 2009, television program.

Deuteronomy 8:18 But thou shalt remember the LORD thy God: for it is he that giveth thee power to get wealth, that he may establish his covenant which he sware unto thy fathers, as it is this day.
Deuteronomy 8:18 — Comments- Material wealth for God's children has a redemptive purpose. Deuteronomy 8:18 tells us that God empowers His children to get wealth in order to fulfil His plans upon earth. Our primary purpose of obtaining wealth is to propagate the Gospel of Jesus Christ. God's covenant is a covenant of blessing His children so that we can be a blessing to others ( Genesis 12:2).

Genesis 12:2, "And I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy name great; and thou shalt be a blessing:"

09 Chapter 9 

Verses 1-29 

Deuteronomy 9:6 Understand therefore, that the LORD thy God giveth thee not this good land to possess it for thy righteousness; for thou art a stiffnecked people.
Deuteronomy 9:6 — Comments- In order to support his statement that Israel was a stiffnecked people, Moses reminds them in the following verses of a number of events in which they were prideful before the Lord ( Deuteronomy 9:7-29).

Deuteronomy 9:20 And the LORD was very angry with Aaron to have destroyed him: and I prayed for Aaron also the same time.
Deuteronomy 9:20 — Comments- The account of the Lord's anger with Aaron is not recorded in the book of Exodus.

Deuteronomy 9:21 And I took your sin, the calf which ye had made, and burnt it with fire, and stamped it, and ground it very small, even until it was as small as dust: and I cast the dust thereof into the brook that descended out of the mount. 
Deuteronomy 9:22 And at Taberah, and at Massah, and at Kibrothhattaavah, ye provoked the LORD to wrath.
Deuteronomy 9:22 — "Taberah" - Comments- See Numbers 11:1-3.

Deuteronomy 9:22 — "Massah" - Comments- See Exodus 17:1-7.

Deuteronomy 9:22 — "Kibrothhattaavah" - Comments- See Numbers 11:31-35.

10 Chapter 10 

Verses 1-22 

Deuteronomy 10:6 And the children of Israel took their journey from Beeroth of the children of Jaakan to Mosera: there Aaron died, and there he was buried; and Eleazar his son ministered in the priest"s office in his stead.
Deuteronomy 10:6 — "Mosera" - Comments- The book of Numbers tells us that Aaron died in mount Hor ( Numbers 20:27-28; Numbers 33:38). Thus, Easton says "(Mosera) has been identified with el-Tayibeh, a small fountain at the bottom of the pass leading to the ascent of Mount Hor." Thus, Mosera and Hor essentially refer to the same place where Aaron died. The name "Mosera" may possibly be the same as "Moseroth", a place of encampment of the Israelites ( Numbers 33:30-31).

Numbers 20:27-28, "And Moses did as the LORD commanded: and they went up into mount Hor in the sight of all the congregation. And Moses stripped Aaron of his garments, and put them upon Eleazar his son; and Aaron died there in the top of the mount: and Moses and Eleazar came down from the mount."

Numbers 33:38, "And Aaron the priest went up into mount Hor at the commandment of the LORD, and died there, in the fortieth year after the children of Israel were come out of the land of Egypt, in the first day of the fifth month."

Numbers 33:30-31,"And they departed from Hashmonah, and encamped at Moseroth. And they departed from Moseroth, and pitched in Benejaakan."

Deuteronomy 10:12 And now, Israel, what doth the LORD thy God require of thee, but to fear the LORD thy God, to walk in all his ways, and to love him, and to serve the LORD thy God with all thy heart and with all thy soul, 
Deuteronomy 10:13 To keep the commandments of the LORD, and his statutes, which I command thee this day for thy good?
Deuteronomy 10:12-13 — Comments - Summary- The commandment to serve the Lord with all of their heart and soul, and to keep the statutes is given in Deuteronomy 10:12-13, and explained at length in Deuteronomy 10:14 through Deuteronomy 11:32.

11 Chapter 11 

Verses 1-32 

Deuteronomy 11:29 And it shall come to pass, when the LORD thy God hath brought thee in unto the land whither thou goest to possess it, that thou shalt put the blessing upon mount Gerizim, and the curse upon mount Ebal.
Deuteronomy 11:29 — Word Study on "Gerizim" - Strong says the Hebrew name "Gerizim" ( גְּרִזִים) (H 1630) forms the plural of the primitive root ( גָּרַז) (H 1639), which means, "to cut up, i.e. rocky." It is found four times in the Old Testament in reference to mount Gerizim, a mountain that stands together with mount Ebal overlooking a major pass that separates the East from the costal West in the land of Palestine.

Deuteronomy 11:29 — Word Study on "Ebal" - BDB says the Hebrew word "eybal" ( עֵיבָל) (H 5858) means, "a stone" or "a bare mountain." Strong says it comes from an unused root meaning, "to be bald." It is used 8 times in the Old Testament, referring to mount Ebal on five occasions and used as a proper name on three occasions.

Comments- The ISBE tells us Mountain Ebal rises 1 ,402feet above the valley and stands alongside mount Gerizim, and together they overlook the pass through the mountain that divides eastern Israel from western Israel. 28]

28] W. Ewing, "Ebal," in International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, ed. James Orr (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co, c 1915, 1939), in The Sword Project, v 1511 [CD-ROM] (Temple, AZ: CrossWire Bible Society, 1990-2008).

Deuteronomy 11:29 — Comments- The commandment to pronounce blessings and curses upon Mounts Gerizim and Ebal is further explained in Deuteronomy 27:11-26. We read the account of Israel fulfilling this command in Joshua 8:30-35.

Deuteronomy 11:30 Are they not on the other side Jordan, by the way where the sun goeth down, in the land of the Canaanites, which dwell in the champaign over against Gilgal, beside the plains of Moreh?
Deuteronomy 11:30 — Word Study on "the champaign" - Strong says the Hebrew word "champaign" ( עֲרָבָה) (H 6160) means, "a desert plain, a steppe, a desert, a wilderness." The Enhanced Strong says is found 42times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as "plain 42, desert 9, wilderness 5, Arabah 2, champaign 1, evenings 1, heavens 1." 29]

29] James Strong, The Exhaustive Concordance of the Bible : Showing Every Word of the Text of the Common English Version of the Canonical Books, and Every Occurrence of Each Word in Regular Order, electronic edition (Ontario: Woodside Bible Fellowship, 1996), H 6160.

Deuteronomy 11:30 — "beside the plains of Moreh" - Comments- The plains of Moreh is first mentioned in Genesis 12:6, "And Abram passed through the land unto the place of Sichem, unto the plain of Moreh. And the Canaanite was then in the land."

12 Chapter 12 

Verses 1-32 

Deuteronomy 12:5 But unto the place which the LORD your God shall choose out of all your tribes to put his name there, even unto his habitation shall ye seek, and thither thou shalt come:
Deuteronomy 12:5 — "But unto the place which the LORD your God shall choose" - Comments- The children of Israel did not know where the place was at this time. It would be another five hundred years, during the time of King Song of Solomon , before the Lord would clearly say that Jerusalem was the place that God had chosen ( 2 Chronicles 7:12). Although God chose the earthly Jerusalem during the period of the Old Testament, He will further fulfil this promise by preparing a place for the Church in heaven ( John 14:1-2). 

2 Chronicles 7:12, "And the LORD appeared to Solomon by night, and said unto him, I have heard thy prayer, and have chosen this place to myself for an house of sacrifice."

John 14:1-2, "Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me. In my Father"s house are many mansions: if it were not Song of Solomon , I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you."

Deuteronomy 12:9 For ye are not as yet come to the rest and to the inheritance, which the LORD your God giveth you.
Deuteronomy 12:10 But when ye go over Jordan, and dwell in the land which the LORD your God giveth you to inherit, and when he giveth you rest from all your enemies round about, so that ye dwell in safety;
Deuteronomy 12:9-10 — Comments - Israel's Promise of Rest- Deuteronomy 12:9-10 alludes to the rest that Israel never fully obtained, according to Hebrews 4:8, "For if Jesus had given them rest, then would he not afterward have spoken of another day."

13 Chapter 13 

14 Chapter 14 

Verses 1-29 

Deuteronomy 14:1 Ye are the children of the LORD your God: ye shall not cut yourselves, nor make any baldness between your eyes for the dead.
Deuteronomy 14:1 — Comments- The children of Israel were not to do as the heathen, cutting their flesh or shaving themselves during funerals. We see an example of the prophets of Baal cutting their flesh in 1 Kings 18:28, "And they cried aloud, and cut themselves after their manner with knives and lancets, till the blood gushed out upon them."

15 Chapter 15 

Verses 1-23 

Deuteronomy 15:11 For the poor shall never cease out of the land: therefore I command thee, saying, Thou shalt open thine hand wide unto thy brother, to thy poor, and to thy needy, in thy land.
Deuteronomy 15:11 — Comments- Jesus also taught the people to give alms to the poor ( Matthew 26:11, Mark 14:7).

Matthew 26:11, "For ye have the poor always with you; but me ye have not always."

Mark 14:7, "For ye have the poor with you always, and whensoever ye will ye may do them good: but me ye have not always."

Deuteronomy 15:15 And thou shalt remember that thou wast a bondman in the land of Egypt, and the LORD thy God redeemed thee: therefore I command thee this thing to day.
Deuteronomy 15:15 — Comments- God did not send the children of Israel out empty-handed, but full of Egypt's material wealth ( Exodus 12:35-36).

Exodus 12:35-36, "And the children of Israel did according to the word of Moses; and they borrowed of the Egyptians jewels of silver, and jewels of gold, and raiment: And the LORD gave the people favour in the sight of the Egyptians, so that they lent unto them such things as they required. And they spoiled the Egyptians."

16 Chapter 16 

Verses 1-8 

Moses Commands Israel to Observe the Passover- The Passover is also discussed in Exodus 12:1-28, Leviticus 23:5-8 and Numbers 28:16-25.



Verses 9-12 

The Feast of Weeks- The Feast of Weeks is also called:

1. The Feast of Harvest in Exodus 23:16 :

Exodus 23:16, "And the feast of harvest, the firstfruits of thy labours, which thou hast sown in the field: and the feast of ingathering, which is in the end of the year, when thou hast gathered in thy labours out of the field."

2. Pentecost in Leviticus 23:15-21
Leviticus 23:16, "Even unto the morrow after the seventh sabbath shall ye number fifty days; and ye shall offer a new meat offering unto the LORD."

3. The Day of Firstfruits in Numbers 28:26-31 :

Numbers 28:26, "Also in the day of the firstfruits, when ye bring a new meat offering unto the LORD, after your weeks be out, ye shall have an holy convocation; ye shall do no servile work:" — 

4. Also:

Exodus 34:22, "And thou shalt observe the feast of weeks, of the firstfruits of wheat harvest, and the feast of ingathering at the year"s end."



Verses 13-17 

The Feast of Tabernacles- The Feast of Tabernacles is discussed in Leviticus 23:33-43 and Numbers 29:12-38. The Feast of Tabernacles is also called the Feast of Ingathering ( Exodus 23:16; Exodus 34:22).

Exodus 23:16, "And the feast of harvest, the firstfruits of thy labours, which thou hast sown in the field: and the feast of ingathering, which is in the end of the year, when thou hast gathered in thy labours out of the field."

Exodus 34:22, "And thou shalt observe the feast of weeks, of the firstfruits of wheat harvest, and the feast of ingathering at the year"s end."

17 Chapter 17 

Verses 1-20 

Deuteronomy 17:9 And thou shalt come unto the priests the Levites, and unto the judge that shall be in those days, and enquire; and they shall shew thee the sentence of judgment:
Deuteronomy 17:9 — "and unto the judge that shall be in those days" - Comments- Hence, the judges are raised up in the book of Judges with the anointing of the Holy Spirit. Where did the office and anointing for these judges originate? We have numerous references to judges being appointed during the time of Moses.

Exodus 18:1-27 - Jethro advises Moses to appoint judges.

Numbers 11:16-30 - God anoints seventy elders. 

Deuteronomy 16:18, "Judges and officers shalt thou make thee in all thy gates, which the LORD thy God giveth thee, throughout thy tribes: and they shall judge the people with just judgment." 

Deuteronomy 17:9, "And thou shalt come unto the priests the Levites, and unto the judge that shall be in those days, and enquire; and they shall shew thee the sentence of judgment: "

Deuteronomy 17:12, "And the man that will do presumptuously, and will not hearken unto the priest that standeth to minister there before the LORD thy God, or unto the Judges , even that man shall die: and thou shalt put away the evil from Israel."

Deuteronomy 25:1, "If there be a controversy between men, and they come unto judgment, that the judges may judge them; then they shall justify the righteous, and condemn the wicked."

Deuteronomy 17:14 When thou art come unto the land which the LORD thy God giveth thee, and shalt possess it, and shalt dwell therein, and shalt say, I will set a king over me, like as all the nations that are about me; 
Deuteronomy 17:15 Thou shalt in any wise set him king over thee, whom the LORD thy God shall choose: one from among thy brethren shalt thou set king over thee: thou mayest not set a stranger over thee, which is not thy brother. 
Deuteronomy 17:14-15 — Comments - Israel's Cry for a King- The Lord predicted Israel's cry for a king in Deuteronomy 17:14-15. This took place during the time that Samuel was judging Israel ( 1 Samuel 8:5-6; 1 Samuel 10:19). 

1 Samuel 8:5-6, "And said unto him, Behold, thou art old, and thy sons walk not in thy ways: now make us a king to judge us like all the nations. But the thing displeased Samuel, when they said, Give us a king to judge us. And Samuel prayed unto the LORD."

1 Samuel 10:19, "And ye have this day rejected your God, who himself saved you out of all your adversities and your tribulations; and ye have said unto him, Nay, but set a king over us. Now therefore present yourselves before the LORD by your tribes, and by your thousands."

Deuteronomy 17:19 And it shall be with him, and he shall read therein all the days of his life: that he may learn to fear the LORD his God, to keep all the words of this law and these statutes, to do them:
Deuteronomy 17:19 — Comments- Proverbs 2:1-5 says that fear comes by knowing God's word, and thus, knowing God.

18 Chapter 18 

Verses 1-22 

Deuteronomy 18:15-19 — Moses Prophesies of the Coming of Jesus - In Deuteronomy 18:15-18 Moses prophesies that "One like him" would come to lead God's people. This prophecy was fulfilled in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was placed over the Church to lead God's people to their place of eternal rest. This is why Hebrews 3:5 says that the ministry of Moses over the children of Israel in the wilderness was a testimony of those things which were coming to pass in the future. 

Hebrews 3:5, "And Moses verily was faithful in all his house, as a servant, for a testimony of those things which were to be spoken after;"

Since Moses was a type and figure of the Lord Jesus Christ, his faithfulness over Israel was a type of Jesus' faithfulness over God's people. Therefore, Moses was able to prophesy that One was coming "like unto me."

Peter refers to this prophecy in his first sermon in the Temple in Jerusalem.

Acts 3:22, "For Moses truly said unto the fathers, A prophet shall the Lord your God raise up unto you of your brethren, like unto me; him shall ye hear in all things whatsoever he shall say unto you."

The children of Israel cried out for Moses to speak directly to them instead of God, because of the fearful sight at Mount Sinai ( Exodus 20:18-21 & Deuteronomy 5:23-33). Thus, Moses became God's spokesman to them, an arrangement that was initiated by the prayer of the children on Israel at Mount Sinai.

19 Chapter 19 

20 Chapter 20 

Verses 1-20 

Deuteronomy 20:8 And the officers shall speak further unto the people, and they shall say, What man is there that is fearful and fainthearted? let him go and return unto his house, lest his brethren"s heart faint as well as his heart.
Deuteronomy 20:8 — Comments- During the time of the Judges , God commanded Gideon to send home those men who were fearful ( Judges 7:2-3).

Judges 7:2-3, "And the LORD said unto Gideon, The people that are with thee are too many for me to give the Midianites into their hands, lest Israel vaunt themselves against me, saying, Mine own hand hath saved me. Now therefore go to, proclaim in the ears of the people, saying, Whosoever is fearful and afraid, let him return and depart early from mount Gilead. And there returned of the people twenty and two thousand; and there remained ten thousand."

21 Chapter 21 

Verses 1-23 

Deuteronomy 21:6-7 — Comments - The Washing of the Hands- The elders of Israel were charged to wash their hands as a outward sign of their innocence. This practice is mentioned a number of times in Scriptures ( Psalm 26:6; Psalm 73:13, Matthew 27:24). 

Psalm 26:6, "I will wash mine hands in innocency: so will I compass thine altar, O LORD:"

Psalm 73:13, "Verily I have cleansed my heart in vain, and washed my hands in innocency."

Matthew 27:24, "When Pilate saw that he could prevail nothing, but that rather a tumult was made, he took water, and washed his hands before the multitude, saying, I am innocent of the blood of this just person: see ye to it."

Deuteronomy 21:23 — "for he that is hanged is accursed of God" - Comments- According to Paul, Deuteronomy 21:23 was ultimately fulfilled when Christ hung upon the tree and died for our sins. Paul quotes this verse in his epistle to the Galatians.

Galatians 3:13, "Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us: for it is written, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree:"

Deuteronomy 21:23 — "that thy land be not defiled, which the LORD thy God giveth thee for an inheritance" - Scripture References - Note similar verses:

Leviticus 18:24-25, "Defile not ye yourselves in any of these things: for in all these the nations are defiled which I cast out before you: And the land is defiled: therefore I do visit the iniquity thereof upon it, and the land itself vomiteth out her inhabitants."

Numbers 35:34, "Defile not therefore the land which ye shall inhabit, wherein I dwell: for I the LORD dwell among the children of Israel."

Deuteronomy 21:22-23 — Comments - The Punishment of Hanging- There are a number of occasions in the Scriptures when men were punished by hanging.

Joshua 8:29, "And the king of Ai he hanged on a tree until eventide: and as soon as the sun was down, Joshua commanded that they should take his carcase down from the tree, and cast it at the entering of the gate of the city, and raise thereon a great heap of stones, that remaineth unto this day."

Joshua 10:26, "And afterward Joshua smote them, and slew them, and hanged them on five trees: and they were hanging upon the trees until the evening."

John 19:31, "The Jews therefore, because it was the preparation, that the bodies should not remain upon the cross on the sabbath day, (for that sabbath day was an high day,) besought Pilate that their legs might be broken, and that they might be taken away."

22 Chapter 22 

Verses 1-30 

Deuteronomy 22:30 A man shall not take his father"s wife, nor discover his father"s skirt.
Deuteronomy 22:30 — Comments- Paul the apostle dealt with the sin of a son taking his father's wife in the church of Corinth ( 1 Corinthians 5:1). It was a common heathen practice for the son of a king to inherit his father's wives when he takes over the throne from his father. This was the reason that Adonijah asked King Solomon for one of his father's concubines ( 1 Kings 2:12-25).

1 Corinthians 5:1, "It is reported commonly that there is fornication among you, and such fornication as is not so much as named among the Gentiles, that one should have his father"s wife."

23 Chapter 23 

Verses 1-25 

Deuteronomy 23:5 Nevertheless the LORD thy God would not hearken unto Balaam; but the LORD thy God turned the curse into a blessing unto thee, because the LORD thy God loved thee.
Deuteronomy 23:5 — Comments- In a similar way, during the time of Ezra and Nehemiah God turned around the evil actions of neighbouring enemies, who plotted against the rebuilding of the Temple, and had King Darius decree a blessing ( Ezra 6:11-12).

Ezra 6:11-12, "Also I have made a decree, that whosoever shall alter this word, let timber be pulled down from his house, and being set up, let him be hanged thereon; and let his house be made a dunghill for this. And the God that hath caused his name to dwell there destroy all kings and people, that shall put to their hand to alter and to destroy this house of God which is at Jerusalem. I Darius have made a decree; let it be done with speed."

Deuteronomy 23:10 If there be among you any Prayer of Manasseh , that is not clean by reason of uncleanness that chanceth him by night, then shall he go abroad out of the camp, he shall not come within the camp:
Deuteronomy 23:10 — Comments- Deuteronomy 23:10 refers to the uncleanness caused by a man's seminal emission that occurs during the night.

Deuteronomy 23:18 Thou shalt not bring the hire of a whore, or the price of a dog, into the house of the LORD thy God for any vow: for even both these are abomination unto the LORD thy God.
Deuteronomy 23:18 — "the price of a dog" - Comments- The phrase "the price of a dog" generally understood to refer to the trade of prostitution by both women and men, which is clearly mentioned in the preceding verse. The word "dog" is used figuratively here, perhaps because of the dirty and unclean behaviour associated with prostitution.

Deuteronomy 23:18 — Comments - When associating Deuteronomy 23:18 to Matthew 27:6, as many scholars do, the meaning of this verse can be generalized to mean that the Law prohibited offers given from money that was gained by ungodly methods.

Matthew 27:6, "And the chief priests took the silver pieces, and said, It is not lawful for to put them into the treasury, because it is the price of blood."

Deuteronomy 23:25 When thou comest into the standing corn of thy neighbour, then thou mayest pluck the ears with thine hand; but thou shalt not move a sickle unto thy neighbour"s standing corn.
Deuteronomy 23:25 — Comments- Jesus and His disciples plucked grain from the nearby fields on a number of occasions. The fact that He did this on the Sabbath angered the Jewish leaders, who were looking for an occasion to condemn Him. 

Matthew 12:1, "At that time Jesus went on the sabbath day through the corn; and his disciples were an hungred, and began to pluck the ears of corn, and to eat." (Also, parallel passages in Mark 2:23 and Luke 6:1)

24 Chapter 24 

Verses 1-22 

Deuteronomy 24:14-15 — Comments - Statute Regarding the Hired Servant- Note James 5:4, which also refers to the cry of the poor going up before the Lord. 

James 5:4, "Behold, the hire of the labourers who have reaped down your fields, which is of you kept back by fraud, crieth: and the cries of them which have reaped are entered into the ears of the Lord of sabaoth."

25 Chapter 25 

Verses 1-19 

Deuteronomy 25:5-10 — The Law of Wife Inheritance - Deuteronomy 25:5-10 defines the regulations of the practice of wife inheritance to the Israelite. Tribes and nations have practiced the tradition of a man taking the wife of his dead brother for thousands of years; it was not unique to the Hebrew people. In this passage of Scripture, God places a law regarding "wife inheritance" into effect that allows the widow to be treated with respect and dignity, rather than the property of a man. In the following newspaper article, a Kenyan widow reveals how perverse the practice of "wife inheritance" can be in tribes and nations who do not serve God.

"If Mariam Salim had observed local tradition, she would, on the death of her husband, have been obliged to marry another member of his family, such as a brother-in-law or uncle. Had she conformed as other members of the Wanga sub-group of the Luhya tribe do, the man in question could have called on her at will for food and sex. But Salim, like a handful of other Kenyan women living with HIV, has turned her back on this custom because it contributes to the spread of the virus which she has carried since 1990. Song of Solomon -called wife inheritance is widespread in this part of western Kenya, on the shores of Lake Victoria, in an area where polygamy is the norm and 30 percent of the adult population is seropositive, according to official figures. ‘My husband was married to another woman, whose first husband died of AIDS. They all died. I Amos 34and have six children. That is enough. The cycle has to stop. I do not want to bring death to somebody, I refuse to be inherited,' Salim told AFP. Since 1997, her dead husband"s family, which lives just a stone"s throw away, in a Muslim community on the edge of Mumias town, have been giving her a hard time. ‘They say that if a widow is not inherited, her children grow up abnormal. She is blamed for anything that goes wrong in the family. They say she is cursed and they refuse to bury her when she dies,' explained Salim, who makes a living selling cloth bought in Nairobi and by cultivating a small patch of ground. ‘It is worthless tradition. The man comes to see us and just wants to go to bed. But it is mainly AIDS that makes me refuse,' she added. Even when they know a woman is HIV positive, brothers-in-law are undeterred, incredulous. ‘They do not believe me. They think I made it up so as not to be inherited,' said Salim. Salim has got together with half a dozen like-minded widows who meet once a week at Mumias Roman Catholic hospital, under the aegis of the Society of Women Living with AIDS. Together these sellers of fruit and toiletries use a couple of sewing machines to put together a few clothes which they will sell to help pay their children"s school fees. They all said they had not been inherited, although some admit to occasionally sleeping with a brother-in-law to regain access to their late husband"s family. There is a cultural provision for those widows who refuse to give in: when she dies, the family will pay a Prayer of Manasseh , often the village idiot, to have sex with her corpse so that she can be considered ‘inherited.' Only then can she be properly buried. ‘That happens a lot,' said Ann Wanalo, a social worker who helps local people living with HIV and tries to educate the population. The biggest hurdles to her fight against AIDS are superstition and scepticism. ‘People have not yet accepted the fact of AIDS, even though people are dying. If a woman refuses to be inherited, nobody will shake her hand,' she explained. ‘The death certificate shows that the husband died of tuberculosis, diarrhoea, anaemia or other illnesses provoked by HIV, but it does not mention AIDS, so people think the women are lying, especially if they are not yet very thin,' added the social worker. ‘Elders, chiefs, churchmen, doctors, they are not doing enough and people are dying in the villages. There are funerals all the time,' she lamented." 30]

30] Mumias, "Kenya Widows Reject Forced Remarriage," in The Monitor Newspaper, Kampala, Uganda, Wednesday, May 9, 2001, page 25.

Deuteronomy 25:9 Then shall his brother"s wife come unto him in the presence of the elders, and loose his shoe from off his foot, and spit in his face, and shall answer and say, So shall it be done unto that man that will not build up his brother"s house. 
Deuteronomy 25:9 — Comments- The custom of loosing a man's shoe from off of his foot was a practiced by the near kinsman of Naomi when Boaz asked to take Ruth as his wife ( Ruth 4:7-9). A natural question would be to ask why a shoe was used. Perhaps it was because this leather shoe carried a permanent and unique imprint of the owner"s foot. Therefore, it served as a signature or fingerprint of that individual. The one given this sandal had proof that the shoe that he possesses once belonged to a particular individual.

Ruth 4:7-9, "Now this was the manner in former time in Israel concerning redeeming and concerning changing, for to confirm all things; a man plucked off his shoe, and gave it to his neighbour: and this was a testimony in Israel. Therefore the kinsman said unto Boaz, Buy it for thee. So he drew off his shoe. And Boaz said unto the elders, and unto all the people, Ye are witnesses this day, that I have bought all that was Elimelech"s, and all that was Chilion"s and Mahlon"s, of the hand of Naomi."

Deuteronomy 25:19 Therefore it shall be, when the LORD thy God hath given thee rest from all thine enemies round about, in the land which the LORD thy God giveth thee for an inheritance to possess it, that thou shalt blot out the remembrance of Amalek from under heaven; thou shalt not forget it.
Deuteronomy 25:19 — Comments- The command to utterly destroy the Amalekites was fulfilled in the days of King Saul ( 1 Samuel 15:3).

1 Samuel 15:3, "Now go and smite Amalek, and utterly destroy all that they have, and spare them not; but slay both man and woman, infant and suckling, ox and sheep, camel and ass."

26 Chapter 26 

Verses 1-19 

Deuteronomy 26:1 And it shall be, when thou art come in unto the land which the LORD thy God giveth thee for an inheritance, and possessest it, and dwellest therein;
Deuteronomy 26:1 — Comments- This earth has been given to mankind for a possession. By faith the people of God are to go possess the land and take dominion over what is in the land.

Deuteronomy 26:5 And thou shalt speak and say before the LORD thy God, A Syrian ready to perish was my father, and he went down into Egypt, and sojourned there with a few, and became there a nation, great, mighty, and populous:
Deuteronomy 26:5 — "A Syrian…was my father" - Comments- This term, referring to Jacob, is an unusual designation. The ancestors of the Hebrews were from Syria. It either refers to his ancestry or his twenty years in Syria and his marriage to Leah and Rachel, who were Syrians.

Deuteronomy 26:5 — "ready to perish" - Comments- This refers to the period of the seven-year famine, which drove Israel into Egypt with seventy souls.

27 Chapter 27 

Verses 1-26 

Deuteronomy 27:11-26 — The Pronouncement of Blessings and Curses Over the Promised Land- The commandment to pronounce blessings and curses upon Mounts Gerizim and Ebal was first given in Deuteronomy 11:29, and is further explained in Deuteronomy 27:11-26. We read the account of Israel fulfilling this command in Joshua 8:30-35.

Deuteronomy 11:29, "And it shall come to pass, when the LORD thy God hath brought thee in unto the land whither thou goest to possess it, that thou shalt put the blessing upon mount Gerizim, and the curse upon mount Ebal."

Why would God command the children of Israel to do such a thing? Because when they spoke these words over the land of Canaan, the blessings and the curses became effective and active in the lives of all the inhabitants. In Numbers 23-24, Balaam stood on a mountain above the camp of the children of Israel. As he prophesied blessings, those same blessings became active in the lives of the Israelites. If the children of Israel had not spoken these blessings and curses, they would not have been in operation over this land. This passage also gives us the reasons why curses come upon people. In other words, a curse will not come without a cause ( Proverbs 26:2). Each verse reinforces the causes of a curse.

Proverbs 26:2, "As the bird by wandering, as the swallow by flying, so the curse causeless shall not come."

28 Chapter 28 

Verses 1-68 

Deuteronomy 28:1-68 — The Blessings and Curses of the Law - Deuteronomy 28:1-68 lists the blessings and curses under the Law of Moses. The fact that this chapter repeatedly refers to God as "the Lord thy God" implies that He is in covenant with His people Israel and that He is bound by His oath to bless them as well as judge them. In other words, He is "their God."

The Purpose of Blessings and Curses - The world sees blessings and curses as good and bad coming from God. Therefore, a man or nation walking in these divine blessings serve as a testimony to others of true righteousness. We see how these divine blessings serve as testimonies of God's standard of righteousness when we read about the lives of men like Abraham, Job and kings David and Solomon. Their generation recognized God's hand upon their lives. In contrast, the prophets often testified to backslidden Israel and Judah of these divine curses as a means of bringing God's people to repentance.

The Depths of Blessings and Curses - Deuteronomy 28:1-68 comes the closest to revealing the true depths of divine, eternal blessings and curses. The blessings that God's children will receive in heaven weighed against the curses that mankind will receive in hell under eternal damnation are indescribable. While a young seminary student, one Sunday afternoon, I was laying on my bed meditating on God"s Word when a revelation came into my spirit of the amazing heights of God"s wonderful blessings and the horrors of God"s curses. This spiritual insight was beyond my being able to explain it. But the Lord was showing to me a deeper insight into this area than just natural understanding. The depths of these blessings and curses will be revealed to us when men enter eternity, whether heaven or hell.

Christ's Message Regarding Blessings and Curses- If the Christological contents of Deuteronomy 28:1-68 about the blessings and curses could be summarized in one verse, it would be John 10:10, "The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly."

An abundant life is expressed in Christian nations that live in spiritual, mental, physical, and financial prosperity. The Lord spoke to me and said that the sciences and arts are an expression of God's divine nature. God reveals His divine nature through His creation ( Job 38-41), and the sciences are the tools that mankind uses to explore His creation. The arts are an expression of man's heart and emotions, and when the Spirit of God is allowed to inspire mankind, he speaks in poetry and Song of Solomon , in paintings and other works of art. (March 24, 2009)

One reason Satan tries to destroy social developments, education and prosperity is because it reflects Heaven on earth. Those who have had the opportunity to visit Heaven testify to the beauty of residential homes, streets, forests, gardens, and the city itself. We strive to build our homes and lives with comfort and beauty, of which we will have an immeasurable amount in Heaven. We build parks, zoos, and lay our cities, industrial plants, national parks, etc, in an organized and well managed way that reflects what we will find in Heaven.

Thematic Scheme- S. R. Driver provides a thematic scheme for outlining Deuteronomy 28:1-68. He notes that the lists of blessings and curses "open symmetrically" ( Deuteronomy 28:1-7 and Deuteronomy 28:15-19). Both passages begin with conditional statements. While Deuteronomy 28:1-6 repeats the phrase, "blessed Isaiah ," Deuteronomy 28:15-19 repeats "cursed is." These verses are not in perfect symmetry, but they do provide a poetic symmetry that clearly begins each of these two sections on the blessings ( Deuteronomy 28:1-14) and curses ( Deuteronomy 28:15-68). In addition, Driver notes that the extensive passage of curses is not developed into "a series of stages," but rather in "a series of parallel pictures" (20-26, 27-37, 38-44, 49-57, 58-68), with each parallel sequence ending in a "national calamity." He notes that the last two pictures (49-57, 58-68) declare the most destructive language of these curses. 31]

31] S. R. Driver, A Critical and Exegetical Commentary on Deuteronomy , in The International Critical Commentary on the Holy Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments, eds. Charles A. Briggs, Samuel R. Driver, and Alfred Plummer (New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1903), 303.

Deuteronomy 28:1-2 — Introductory Statement about the Law of Blessings and Curses- Deuteronomy 28:1-2 serves as an introductory statement to the long list of blessings and curses that follow. These two verses place emphasis upon Israel's degree of obedience. They could partially obey, or fully obey, the commandments of the Lord. The list of blessings that follows in Deuteronomy 28:3-14 shows the results of full obedience. Partial obedience would bring partial blessings into the land, and full obedience would bring the fullness of these blessings.

The condition to walking in the fullness of God's blessings is diligence in obeying the Word of God. Such diligence and carefulness in God's Word describes a person in which the true meaning of the Ten Commandments is embedded in one's heart. Everything he does is based upon these divine principles. It reflects a man who is controlled by a conscience that is based upon integrity rather than deceit and covetousness, which rule the ungodly walk by. God raised up a single Prayer of Manasseh , Abraham, and taught him integrity and righteousness. Out of his loins was birthed seventy souls, whom God brought into Egypt to keep them and multiply them, to multiply a people who follow in Abraham's steps of faith in God with a lifestyle of integrity. 

God has brought out a nation to plant them in the Promised Land and establish righteousness and integrity upon the earth. It would be a nation ruled by godly principles instilled within the people's hearts. It would be a people who walked in integrity and not in deceit for the first time in history. 

Prior to Abraham, God had worked His plan of redemption in the lives of individuals; but this failed to establish righteousness upon the earth. God then divided the people into seventy nations with seventy different languages. However, He did not choose one of these nations to establish righteousness. Instead, He found a man named Abraham who would obey Him, and He took him to a land of promise, and birthed a nation from his loins. He took these seventy souls and hid them in Goshen in Egypt until they had multiplied enough to take and occupy the land of Canaan.

Within the context of the book of Deuteronomy God has called Israel out of Egypt, given them His laws of integrity, and put them in the desert for forty years to be disciplined into obedience, so that they would learn to follow these laws. Now that they are ready to follow His Word, God speaks through Moses to prepare them to enter and possess their promised land. If they will now apply these laws of integrity, the people will prosper in the land.

Throughout history, the Jews have prospered in foreign lands. The reason for their prosperity is not because of their ethnicity, but because from childhood Jews are taught the Torah, the Old Testament laws of integrity. It is because of these laws instilled within their hearts that they prosper in any nation under any situation.

Keith Johnson said, "Prosperity is a by-product of your obedience." 32]

32] Keith Johnson, "Sermon," (Revival Now Conference, Calvary Cathedral Internationa, Fort Worth, Texas), 19 April 2009.

Illustration: Jewish Devotion to the Word of God- Devout Jews of antiquity gave much attention to learning their traditions and exercised a disciplined lifestyle when compared to the heathens around them. They understood the authority of the Word of God over their lives. They brought up their young children to memorize the Old Testament and to learn their culture. Thus, Jews often prosper in the societies in which they live. 

Deuteronomy 28:1 And it shall come to pass, if thou shalt hearken diligently unto the voice of the LORD thy God, to observe and to do all his commandments which I command thee this day, that the LORD thy God will set thee on high above all nations of the earth:
Deuteronomy 28:1 — "if thou shalt hearken diligently" - Comments- The Hebrew text literally reads, "If hearing you shall hear." It is constructed with the conditional particle אִם "'im," followed by the double use of the verb שׁמע "shâma‛," meaning "to hear," first as an infinitive construct "hearing," and second as the imperfect "you shall hear." This is a construction commonly used in the Hebrew language for emphasis, since the language has few adjectives; thus the KJV and ASV read, "if thou shalt hearken diligently"; the NIV reads, "if you fully obey."

Comments- The idea of hearing or listening and obeying the Word of God not only includes the study of the Scriptures, but includes divinely inspired ideas that are dropped into our spirit by the Spirit of God, and words that God speaks to us, etc. The Lord will lead and guides us into prosperity and blessings when we are led by the Spirit of God.

Deuteronomy 28:2 And all these blessings shall come on thee, and overtake thee, if thou shalt hearken unto the voice of the LORD thy God.
Deuteronomy 28:2 — "And all these blessings shall come on thee, and overtake thee" - Comments- Our obedience will result in these blessings coming upon us, without us having to beg God to bless us. Yet a man named Jabez did ask God to bless him and the Lord answered his prayer ( 1 Chronicles 4:9-10).

1 Chronicles 4:9-10, "And Jabez was more honourable than his brethren: and his mother called his name Jabez, saying, Because I bare him with sorrow. And Jabez called on the God of Israel, saying, Oh that thou wouldest bless me indeed, and enlarge my coast, and that thine hand might be with me, and that thou wouldest keep me from evil, that it may not grieve me! And God granted him that which he requested."

These blessings shall come upon God's children as the Lord will "cause" ( Deuteronomy 28:7), "command" ( Deuteronomy 28:8), "establish" ( Deuteronomy 28:9), "grant" ( Deuteronomy 28:11), "open" ( Deuteronomy 28:12), and "make" ( Deuteronomy 28:13) these blessings to overtake us.

Deuteronomy 28:3 — "if thou shalt hearken unto the voice of the LORD thy God" - Comments- This statement is repeated a second time for emphasis, opening and closing this statement in Deuteronomy 28:1-2.

Deuteronomy 28:3 Blessed shalt thou be in the city, and blessed shalt thou be in the field.
Deuteronomy 28:3 — "Blessed shalt thou be in the city" - Comments- If Israel will obey God's Word, He will give them wisdom in civil management, in laying out civil codes, in constructing streets and transportation systems, buildings, sewer systems, electrical plants, etc. He will anoint men and woman as civil, mechanical and industrial engineers to design needs for cities as bridges, dams and railroads. Men and women will be anointed in architecture, interior design, and home furnishings. For example, Thomas Edison will invent the light bulb, etc. 

"and blessed shalt thou be in the field" - Comments- God will give them wisdom in land management, in designing agricultural fields, and in the development and preservation of forestry, wetlands, rivers and lakes, wildlife parks, etc.

Deuteronomy 28:4 Blessed shall be the fruit of thy body, and the fruit of thy ground, and the fruit of thy cattle, the increase of thy kine, and the flocks of thy sheep.
Deuteronomy 28:4 — "Blessed shall be the fruit of thy body" - Comments- God will give them wisdom in child bearing and child rearing, so that children grow up health and full of wisdom to take prosperity to new heights for future generations. There will be medical breakthroughs in order to cure diseases and provide a healthy lifestyle. 

"and the fruit of thy ground, and the fruit of thy cattle, the increase of thy kine, and the flocks of thy sheep" - Comments- God will give them wisdom in farming methods, in animal husbandry, in breeding and genetics, etc. They will form agricultural organizations, such as the 4-H Club, and county agricultural extension agencies.

Deuteronomy 28:5 Blessed shall be thy basket and thy store.
Deuteronomy 28:5 — Comments- God will give them wisdom in techniques for harvesting the fields, and in grain storage and food processing. They will design factories to manage and process the abundance of the harvest. Men and woman will be anointed as chiefs and designing cutlery. People will open feed stores, shopping centers and grocery stores. There will be breakthroughs in nutrition and healthy food sources.

Deuteronomy 28:6 Blessed shalt thou be when thou comest in, and blessed shalt thou be when thou goest out.
Deuteronomy 28:6 — Comments- God will give them wisdom in the transport industry, anointing people to invent automobiles, airplanes, trains, submarines, boats and ships, spacecraft, snow mobiles, etc, wherever man needs to travel. They will design enormous road construction feats that marvel those passing by. They will discover fossil fuels, electricity, and nuclear fuels to power such mighty transport. Henry Ford will design the model-T automobile.

Deuteronomy 28:7 The LORD shall cause thine enemies that rise up against thee to be smitten before thy face: they shall come out against thee one way, and flee before thee seven ways.
Deuteronomy 28:7 — Comments- God will give them wisdom in waging war against hostile nations who propagate ungodliness. They will invent weapons of war that defeat the strongest enemies. R. G. Laterno designed tanks and other heavy equipment during World War II that brought prosperity to the U. S. 

Deuteronomy 28:8 The LORD shall command the blessing upon thee in thy storehouses, and in all that thou settest thine hand unto; and he shall bless thee in the land which the LORD thy God giveth thee.
Deuteronomy 28:8 — Comments- God will bless them in managing their prosperity and wealth, in establishing financial institutions, such as banking, insurance, investment planning, real estate, etc.

Deuteronomy 28:9 The LORD shall establish thee an holy people unto himself, as he hath sworn unto thee, if thou shalt keep the commandments of the LORD thy God, and walk in his ways.
Deuteronomy 28:9 — Comments- God will bless them as a nation in civil and constitutional law, in establishing sound governance and civil obedience, in building institutions and non-profit organizations, such as synagogues, churches, schools and universities, orphanages, mental institutions, and homes for the elderly and disabled, throughout the land.

Deuteronomy 28:10 And all people of the earth shall see that thou art called by the name of the LORD and they shall be afraid of thee.
Deuteronomy 28:9 — Comments- Only the Gospel of Jesus Christ has the power to transform a nation, and a nation can only be transformed through obedience to God's Word. The developed nations of the world give financial aid to impoverished nations on earth. However, these impoverished nations are poor because of a corrupt mindset. No amount of financial aid will change the mindset of a nation. Only faith in God and obedience will transform a nation.

Deuteronomy 28:11 And the LORD shall make thee plenteous in goods, in the fruit of thy body, and in the fruit of thy cattle, and in the fruit of thy ground, in the land which the LORD sware unto thy fathers to give thee.
Deuteronomy 28:11 — Comments - Deuteronomy 28:11 is similar to Deuteronomy 28:4 in that both refer to the fruit of thy body, and the fruit of thy ground, and the fruit of thy cattle. However, Deuteronomy 28:11 refers to prosperity, which is the produce of God's blessings as described in Deuteronomy 28:4. As God pours out His blessings upon a people that will obey His Word so that these blessings are managed properly, then prosperity will spring forth.

Deuteronomy 28:12 The LORD shall open unto thee his good treasure, the heaven to give the rain unto thy land in his season, and to bless all the work of thine hand: and thou shalt lend unto many nations, and thou shalt not borrow.
Deuteronomy 28:12 — "The LORD shall open unto thee his good treasure, the heaven to give the rain unto thy land in his season, and to bless all the work of thine hand" - Comments - Before a nation can lend to others, it must itself become prosperous. Deuteronomy 28:3-11 describes the development of prosperity within a God-fearing nation. It is now ready to lend to other nations.

Deuteronomy 28:12 — "and thou shalt lend unto many nations, and thou shalt not borrow" - Comments- God will allow their prosperity to overflow into other nations, lending them aid through banking institutions, charitable organizations, opening the door through foreign missions for opportunities to testify of the blessings that come from serving the God of Israel.

Deuteronomy 28:12 — "and to bless all the work of thine hand" - Comments - Every one of us have to begin somewhere when we come to the Lord at the time of salvation and we begin to serve Him with the work of our hands. We each have different talents and gifts. In faith, we must take what we have become stewards over and work with our hands, trusting that God will multiply our efforts and direct our lives. He will only lead us into prosperity, and not lack. Take what has already been given to us, however humble it might be, and offer yourself as a servant of the Lord in your daily labours. He will bless what you have and inspire direction and ideas that multiply what you possess, as He did the patriarchs of old. Do not be ashamed of what humble possessions you have in the beginning.

Deuteronomy 28:13 And the LORD shall make thee the head, and not the tail; and thou shalt be above only, and thou shalt not be beneath; if that thou hearken unto the commandments of the LORD thy God, which I command thee this day, to observe and to do them:
Deuteronomy 28:13 — "And the LORD shall make thee the head, and not the tail; and thou shalt be above only, and thou shalt not be beneath" - Comments- God will bless His people so that they are positioned as a leader and example for all nations, set above all other nations in every aspect, in wealth, in governance and civil obedience, in education, etc.

Deuteronomy 28:14 And thou shalt not go aside from any of the words which I command thee this day, to the right hand, or to the left, to go after other gods to serve them.
Deuteronomy 28:14 — Comments- Only the Gospel of Jesus Christ has the power to transform a nation, and this transformation takes place through both conversion and discipleship, so that a nation is able to adhere to God's Word and not turn aside. The Great Commission of Matthew 28:18-20 contains Jesus' command to preach the Gospel to every creature and to disciple them in the faith. This commission reflects two stages of the Christian life: conversion and discipleship. Conversion of believers is described in the statement, "baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Song of Solomon , and of the Holy Ghost," ( Deuteronomy 28:19) while discipleship is addressed in the statement, "Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you." ( Deuteronomy 28:20)

Why did Jesus send out apostles to the nations to preach the Gospel prior to sending in social workers to meet the physical needs of the people? Having worked in the African mission field of Uganda for thirteen years, I learned that financial contributions and social aid do not help a poor nation come out of its poverty. An effort must be made to change the mindset of a nation so that integrity is embedded among the people to properly manage international aid. Otherwise, the people squander what is given to them through greed and corruption, leaving a few wealthy and the masses in poverty. Thus, Jesus first sends His disciples out to teach the nations in order to change the mindset of the people.

Deuteronomy 28:15-68 — The Curses of the Law - Deuteronomy 28:15-68 list the curses of the Mosaic Law, which applies to anyone living in the Promised Land that failed to uphold this Law. Jesus has redeemed us from this curse, being made the curse for us ( Galatians 3:13). This means that as Christians, anything listed in these verses should be rejected and rebuked from our lives, as it is no longer God's will that we partake of any part of these curses.

Galatians 3:13, "Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us: for it is written, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree:"

Deuteronomy 28:20 The LORD shall send upon thee cursing, vexation, and rebuke, in all that thou settest thine hand unto for to do, until thou be destroyed, and until thou perish quickly; because of the wickedness of thy doings, whereby thou hast forsaken me.
Deuteronomy 28:20 — "vexation" - Comments- See examples of vexation in:

Deuteronomy 7:23, "But the LORD thy God shall deliver them unto thee, and shall destroy them with a mighty destruction, until they be destroyed."

1 Samuel 5:9, "And it was Song of Solomon , that, after they had carried it about, the hand of the LORD was against the city with a very great destruction: and he smote the men of the city, both small and great, and they had emerods in their secret parts."

1 Samuel 5:11, "So they sent and gathered together all the lords of the Philistines, and said, Send away the ark of the God of Israel, and let it go again to his own place, that it slay us not, and our people: for there was a deadly destruction throughout all the city; the hand of God was very heavy there."

1 Samuel 14:20, "And Saul and all the people that were with him assembled themselves, and they came to the battle: and, behold, every man"s sword was against his fellow, and there was a very great discomfiture."

2 Chronicles 15:5, "And in those times there was no peace to him that went out, nor to him that came in, but great vexations were upon all the inhabitants of the countries."

Isaiah 22:5, "For it is a day of trouble, and of treading down, and of perplexity by the Lord GOD of hosts in the valley of vision, breaking down the walls, and of crying to the mountains."

Ezekiel 7:7-8, "The morning is come unto thee, O thou that dwellest in the land: the time is come, the day of trouble is near, and not the sounding again of the mountains. Now will I shortly pour out my fury upon thee, and accomplish mine anger upon thee: and I will judge thee according to thy ways, and will recompense thee for all thine abominations."

Ezekiel 22:5, "Those that be near, and those that be far from thee, shall mock thee, which art infamous and much vexed."

Amos 3:9, "Publish in the palaces at Ashdod, and in the palaces in the land of Egypt, and say, Assemble yourselves upon the mountains of Samaria, and behold the great tumults in the midst thereof, and the oppressed in the midst thereof."

Zechariah 14:13, "And it shall come to pass in that day, that a great tumult from the LORD shall be among them; and they shall lay hold every one on the hand of his neighbour, and his hand shall rise up against the hand of his neighbour."

Deuteronomy 28:20 — "and rebuke" - Comments- See examples of rebuke in:

Psalm 76:6, "At thy rebuke, O God of Jacob, both the chariot and horse are cast into a dead sleep."

Psalm 80:16, "It is burned with fire, it is cut down: they perish at the rebuke of thy countenance."

Psalm 106:9, "He rebuked the Red sea also, and it was dried up: so he led them through the depths, as through the wilderness."

Psalm 104:7, "At thy rebuke they fled; at the voice of thy thunder they hasted away."

Nahum 1:4, "He rebuketh the sea, and maketh it dry, and drieth up all the rivers: Bashan languisheth, and Carmel, and the flower of Lebanon languisheth."

Deuteronomy 28:21 The LORD shall make the pestilence cleave unto thee, until he have consumed thee from off the land, whither thou goest to possess it.
Deuteronomy 28:21 — "pestilence" - Comments- Pestilence is associated with famine and the sword. Note examples of the pestilence:

Leviticus 26:25, "And I will bring a sword upon you, that shall avenge the quarrel of my covenant: and when ye are gathered together within your cities, I will send the pestilence among you; and ye shall be delivered into the hand of the enemy."

2 Samuel 24:13, "So Gad came to David, and told him, and said unto him, Shall seven years of famine come unto thee in thy land? or wilt thou flee three months before thine enemies, while they pursue thee? or that there be three days" pestilence in thy land? now advise, and see what answer I shall return to him that sent me."

2 Samuel 24:15, "So the LORD sent a pestilence upon Israel from the morning even to the time appointed: and there died of the people from Dan even to Beersheba seventy thousand men."

Psalm 91:3, "Surely he shall deliver thee from the snare of the fowler, and from the noisome pestilence."

Psalm 91:6, "Nor for the pestilence that walketh in darkness; nor for the destruction that wasteth at noonday."

Deuteronomy 28:22 The LORD shall smite thee with a consumption, and with a fever, and with an inflammation, and with an extreme burning, and with the sword, and with blasting, and with mildew; and they shall pursue thee until thou 
perish.
Deuteronomy 28:22 — "consumption" - Comments- Strong says the word "consumption" means "a wasting disease of the lungs." Baker says, "It refers to a disease that causes a person"s body to waste away."

Deuteronomy 28:24 The LORD shall make the rain of thy land powder and dust: from heaven shall it come down upon thee, until thou be destroyed.
Deuteronomy 28:24 — Comments- During extreme droughts the soil becomes so dry that it turns to dust. Blown by the hot, dry winds, dust storms arise and blanket the region. The Great Dust Bowl in the United States is a classic example of Deuteronomy 28:24.

Deuteronomy 28:53 And thou shalt eat the fruit of thine own body, the flesh of thy sons and of thy daughters, which the LORD thy God hath given thee, in the siege, and in the straitness, wherewith thine enemies shall distress thee:
Deuteronomy 28:53 — Comments- The judgment of cannibalism was prophesied forty years earlier by Moses in the book of Leviticus ( Leviticus 26:29). This prophecy came to pass years later during the siege of Samaria when Ben-Hadad, the king of Syria, came against Jehoram (Joram), king of Israel (853-841 B.C.). In the distress of this siege the Jewish people ate their children ( 2 Kings 6:28-29).

Leviticus 26:29, "And ye shall eat the flesh of your sons, and the flesh of your daughters shall ye eat."

2 Kings 6:28-29, "And the king said unto her, What aileth thee? And she answered, This woman said unto me, Give thy Song of Solomon , that we may eat him to day, and we will eat my son to morrow. So we boiled my Song of Solomon , and did eat him: and I said unto her on the next day, Give thy Song of Solomon , that we may eat him: and she hath hid her son."

29 Chapter 29 

Verses 1-29 

Deuteronomy 29:15 But with him that standeth here with us this day before the LORD our God, and also with him that is not here with us this day:
Deuteronomy 29:15 — "And also with him that is not here with us this day" - Comments- Deuteronomy 29:15 is also referring to us ( Galatians 3:7). 

Galatians 3:7, "Know ye therefore that they which are of faith, the same are the children of Abraham."

Deuteronomy 29:18 Lest there should be among you Prayer of Manasseh , or woman, or family, or tribe, whose heart turneth away this day from the LORD our God, to go and serve the gods of these nations; lest there should be among you a root that beareth gall and wormwood;
Deuteronomy 29:18 — "lest there should be among you a root that beareth gall and wormwood" - Comments- Note a similar verse in Hebrews 12:15, "Looking diligently lest any man fail of the grace of God; lest any root of bitterness springing up trouble you, and thereby many be defiled;"

Deuteronomy 29:19 And it come to pass, when he heareth the words of this curse, that he bless himself in his heart, saying, I shall have peace, though I walk in the imagination of mine heart, to add drunkenness to thirst: 
Deuteronomy 29:20 The LORD will not spare him, but then the anger of the LORD and his jealousy shall smoke against that Prayer of Manasseh , and all the curses that are written in this book shall lie upon him, and the LORD shall blot out his name from under heaven.
Deuteronomy 29:19-20 — Comments - Backsliding Brings Judgment- When we become saved, we must do what the Word says to do, and not what we want to do. Otherwise, we, too, face God's wrath in the forms of mild chastisement to severe judgment. 

1 Corinthians 6:20, "For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God"s."

Note: 

Hebrews 10:29-31, "Of how much sorer punishment, suppose ye, shall he be thought worthy, who hath trodden under foot the Son of God, and hath counted the blood of the covenant, wherewith he was sanctified, an unholy thing, and hath done despite unto the Spirit of grace? For we know him that hath said, Vengeance belongeth unto me, I will recompense, saith the Lord. And again, The Lord shall judge his people. It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God."

Deuteronomy 29:22 So that the generation to come of your children that shall rise up after you, and the stranger that shall come from a far land, shall say, when they see the plagues of that land, and the sicknesses which the LORD hath laid upon it;
Deuteronomy 29:22 — Comments- The book of the prophet Isaiah opens by describing the nation of Israel as a sick people ( Isaiah 1:5-6).

Isaiah 1:5-6, "Why should ye be stricken any more? ye will revolt more and more: the whole head is sick, and the whole heart faint. From the sole of the foot even unto the head there is no soundness in it; but wounds, and bruises, and putrifying sores: they have not been closed, neither bound up, neither mollified with ointment."

30 Chapter 30 

Verses 1-20 

Deuteronomy 30:1-10 — Moses Predicts the Babylonian Exile and Restoration of the Nation of Israel- Deuteronomy 30:1-10 is prophetic in that it predicts a period of time when the nation of Israel will be taken in to exile, and repent and be restored to their land. 

Deuteronomy 30:2 And shalt return unto the LORD thy God, and shalt obey his voice according to all that I command thee this day, thou and thy children, with all thine heart, and with all thy soul;
Deuteronomy 30:2; Deuteronomy 30:10 — Comments- This is true godly sorrow, not to be repented of ( 2 Corinthians 7:10).

2 Corinthians 7:10, "For godly sorrow worketh repentance to salvation not to be repented of: but the sorrow of the world worketh death."

Deuteronomy 30:6 And the LORD thy God will circumcise thine heart, and the heart of thy seed, to love the LORD thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, that thou mayest live.
Deuteronomy 30:6 — Comments- Deuteronomy 30:6 is prophetic of the Messiah coming and transforming the heart of every believer.

Deuteronomy 30:19 I call heaven and earth to record this day against you, that I have set before you life and death, blessing and cursing: therefore choose life, that both thou and thy seed may live:
Deuteronomy 30:19 — Comments- God created life on earth to be guided by divine laws. When mankind follows these laws it produces blessings and increase ( 3 John 1:2). When man violates these laws, it produces death. Jack Emerson said the Lord spoke to him and told him that when a man does not know God's Eternal Word, then he does not know the choices that he has, such as health and prosperity and many other blessings. 33]

33] Jack Emerson, sermon, Alethia Fellowship Church, Panama City, Florida, 1983-88.

3 John 1:2, "Beloved, I wish above all things that thou mayest prosper and be in health, even as thy soul prospereth."

31 Chapter 31 

Verses 1-30 

Deuteronomy 31:7 And Moses called unto Joshua , and said unto him in the sight of all Israel, Be strong and of a good courage: for thou must go with this people unto the land which the LORD hath sworn unto their fathers to give them; and thou shalt cause them to inherit it.
Deuteronomy 31:7 — Comments- Moses represents "The Law," which failed in that it did not succeed in bringing men into redemption and restore fellowship with God. Joshua represents "Jesus Christ." He is able to bring us into Promised Land, since the Law was not able to save us ( Galatians 2:16; Galatians 3:11).

Galatians 2:16, "Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Jesus Christ, that we might be justified by the faith of Christ, and not by the works of the law: for by the works of the law shall no flesh be justified."

Galatians 3:11, "But that no man is justified by the law in the sight of God, it is evident: for, The just shall live by faith."

Deuteronomy 31:8 And the LORD, he it is that doth go before thee; he will be with thee, he will not fail thee, neither forsake thee: fear not, neither be dismayed.
Deuteronomy 31:7-8 — Comments - Moses Charges Joshua - Moses' charge to Joshua to be strong and of good courage in Deuteronomy 31:7-8; Deuteronomy 31:23 is similar to the command that God gave to Joshua in Joshua 1:6-7.

Joshua 1:6-7, "Be strong and of a good courage: for unto this people shalt thou divide for an inheritance the land, which I sware unto their fathers to give them. Only be thou strong and very courageous, that thou mayest observe to do according to all the law, which Moses my servant commanded thee: turn not from it to the right hand or to the left, that thou mayest prosper whithersoever thou goest."

Deuteronomy 31:19 Now therefore write ye this song for you, and teach it the children of Israel: put it in their mouths, that this song may be a witness for me against the children of Israel.
Deuteronomy 31:19 — Scripture References - Note similar verses:

Psalm 50:4, "He shall call to the heavens from above, and to the earth, that he may judge his people."

Deuteronomy 4:26, "I call heaven and earth to witness against you this day, that ye shall soon utterly perish from off the land whereunto ye go over Jordan to possess it; ye shall not prolong your days upon it, but shall utterly be destroyed."

Deuteronomy 31:24 And it came to pass, when Moses had made an end of writing the words of this law in a book, until they were finished,
Deuteronomy 31:25 That Moses commanded the Levites, which bare the ark of the covenant of the LORD, saying,
Deuteronomy 31:26 Take this book of the law, and put it in the side of the ark of the covenant of the LORD your God, that it may be there for a witness against thee.
Deuteronomy 31:24-26 — Comments- The Book of the Law - Many biblical scholars understand the phrase "book of the law" mentioned in Deuteronomy 31:24-26 as a reference to the Pentateuch, the first five books of Moses. The phrase "until they were finished" points to the fact that the text, and the books of the Pentateuch, are now complete and have come to an end. This has led many scholars to conclude that Deuteronomy 32-34is an epilogue added during later redaction, or editing of the Old Testament Scriptures, perhaps during the time of Ezra after the Babylonian Captivity.

Deuteronomy 31:27 For I know thy rebellion, and thy stiff neck: behold, while I am yet alive with you this day, ye have been rebellious against the LORD and how much more after my death?
Deuteronomy 31:28 Gather unto me all the elders of your tribes, and your officers, that I may speak these words in their ears, and call heaven and earth to record against them.
Deuteronomy 31:28 — Scripture References - Note a similar verse: 

Psalm 50:4, "He shall call to the heavens from above, and to the earth, that he may judge his people."

32 Chapter 32 

Verses 1-52 

Deuteronomy 32:1-43 — The Song of Moses- Deuteronomy 32:1-43 is a song that God gave to Moses. Another song of Moses is found in Revelation 15:3, "And they sing the song of Moses the servant of God, and the song of the Lamb, saying, Great and marvellous are thy works, Lord God Almighty; just and true are thy ways, thou King of saints."

Deuteronomy 32:8 When the most High divided to the nations their inheritance, when he separated the sons of Adam, he set the bounds of the people according to the number of the children of Israel.
Deuteronomy 32:8 — "according to the number of the children of Israel" - Comments- F. F. Bruce tells us that textual critics have long viewed this phrase to correctly read according to the Septuagint, "according to the number of the sons of God," believing that the Massoretic text used by the KJV was corrupted. Finally, one of the manuscripts discovered from the fourth Qumran cave gives the reading "sons of God" in the Hebrew, matching the Septuagint text. 34]

34] F. F. Bruce, The Books and the Parchments (Old Tappan, New Jersey: Fleming H. Revell Company, 1963), 158.

Deuteronomy 32:8 — Comments- Some scholars find within Deuteronomy 32:8 a reference to a time when God had men divide the earth by lots among the sons of Noah. We can find a reference to this allotment in the Table of Nations in Genesis 10:25, which tells us that the earth was divided during the days of Peleg.

Genesis 10:25, "And unto Eber were born two sons: the name of one was Peleg; for in his days was the earth divided; and his brother"s name was Joktan."

We find an additional reference to this event in Acts 17:24-26.

Acts 17:24-26, "God that made the world and all things therein, seeing that he is Lord of heaven and earth, dwelleth not in temples made with hands; Neither is worshipped with men"s hands, as though he needed any thing, seeing he giveth to all life, and breath, and all things; And hath made of one blood all nations of men for to dwell on all the face of the earth, and hath determined the times before appointed, and the bounds of their habitation;"

We can find a lengthy account of this story in extra-biblical Jewish literature. The Book of Jubilees says that in the days of Peleg, the nations were dividing themselves upon the earth. The divided the earth into three lots according to the inheritance of the three sons of Noah. Since this document dates a few centuries before the time of Christ, it shows to us how the Jews may have interpreted this passage in Genesis.

"And in the sixth year 1567 A.M.] thereof, she bare him Song of Solomon , and he called his name Peleg; for in the days when he was born the children of Noah began to divide the earth amongst themselves: for this reason he called his name Peleg. And they divided (it) secretly amongst themselves, and told it to Noah. And it came to pass in the beginning of the thirty-third jubilee 1569 A.M.] that they divided the earth into three parts, for Shem and Ham and Japheth, according to the inheritance of each, in the first year in the first week, when one of us who had been sent, was with them." (The Book of Jubilees 88-11) 35]

35] The Book of Jubilees, trans. R. H. Charles, in The Apocrypha and Pseudepigrapha of the Old Testament in English With Introductions and Critical and Explanatory Notes to the Several Books, vol 2, ed. R. H. Charles, 1-82 (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1913), 25.

Deuteronomy 32:13 He made him ride on the high places of the earth, that he might eat the increase of the fields; and he made him to suck honey out of the rock, and oil out of the flinty rock;
Deuteronomy 32:13 — Comments- Benny Hinn understands the phrase "riding on high places of the earth" as a reference to a child of God experiencing the presence of God. He believes the phrase "suck honey out of the rock, and oil out of the flinty rock" to refer to the power of God when a believer yields to the Lord so that the power of the Holy Spirit comes upon him for divine service. He explains that the Holy Spirit comes to indwell every believer at the time of salvation, so that he can continually experience the presence of God in his life. However, the power of God comes upon a servant of God for a period of divine service, then lifts and goes away as the Holy Spirit wills. 36] We see this in the life of Samson. The rock would symbolize Christ Jesus, and the honey and oil would symbolize the Holy Spirit. As a man yields to the Spirit, the power of God rests upon him for a season.

36] Benny Hinn, "Fire Conference," 5-6 June 2009, Miracle Center Cathedral, Kampala, Uganda.

Deuteronomy 32:30 How should one chase a thousand, and two put ten thousand to flight, except their Rock had sold them, and the LORD had shut them up?
Deuteronomy 32:30 — "How should one chase a thousand" - Comments- We see Samson chasing a thousand with the jawbone of an ass ( Judges 15:15-16).

Judges 15:15-16, "And he found a new jawbone of an ass, and put forth his hand, and took it, and slew a thousand men therewith. And Samson said, With the jawbone of an ass, heaps upon heaps, with the jaw of an ass have I slain a thousand men."

Also, see the feats of David"s mighty men recorded in 2 Samuel 23:8-23. 

33 Chapter 33 

Verses 1-29 

Deuteronomy 33:8 And of Levi he said, Let thy Thummim and thy Urim be with thy holy one, whom thou didst prove at Massah, and with whom thou didst strive at the waters of Meribah;
Deuteronomy 33:8 — Word Study on "the Urim and Thummim" - The Hebrew word "urim" (H 224) literally means "lights," or "revelation." The Hebrew word "thummim" (H 8550) literally means "perfection," or "truth." 

Deuteronomy 33:8 — Comments- The Urim and Thummim were stones kept in a pouch on the high-priest's breastplate, used in determining God"s decision in certain questions and issues. Adam Clarke cites the Latin poet Ovid, who writes of just such a casting of stones. In the ancient custom of casting lots, two stones of black and white were used in casting a vote. The white stone was a symbol of good fortune or of innocence while the black stone symbolized bad luck or guilt. 

"It was the custom in ancient times to use white and black pebbles, the black for condemning prisoners and the white for freeing them from the charge. At this time also the fatal vote was taken in this way; and every pebble that was dropped into the pitiless urn was black! But when the urn was turned and the pebbles poured out for counting, the colour of them all was changed from black to white; and Song of Solomon , by the will of Hercules, the vote was made favourable, and Alemon"s son was freed." (Metamorphoses 1541) 37]

37] Ovid, Metamorphoses, vol 2, trans. Frank J. Miller, in The Loeb Classical Library, eds. T. E. Page, E. Capps, and W. H. D. Rouse (London: William Heinemann Ltd, 1958), 367-368. See Adam Clarke, Revelation , in Adam Clarke"s Commentary, Electronic Database (Seattle, WA: Hendrickson Publishers Inc, 1996), in P.C. Study Bible, v 31 [CD-ROM] (Seattle, WA: Biblesoft Inc, 1993-2000), notes on Revelation 2:17.

Listed are all uses of the Urim and Thummim in the Holy Bible:

Exodus 28:30, "And thou shalt put in the breastplate of judgment the Urim and the Thummim; and they shall be upon Aaron"s heart, when he goeth in before the LORD: and Aaron shall bear the judgment of the children of Israel upon his heart before the LORD continually."

Leviticus 8:8, "And he put the breastplate upon him: also he put in the

breastplate the Urim and the Thummim."

Numbers 27:21, "And he shall stand before Eleazar the priest, who shall ask counsel for him after the judgment of Urim before the LORD: at his word shall they go out, and at his word they shall come in, both Hebrews , and all the children of Israel with him, even all the congregation."

Deuteronomy 33:8, "And of Levi he said, Let thy Thummim and thy Urim be with thy holy one, whom thou didst prove at Massah, and with whom thou didst strive at the waters of Meribah;"

1 Samuel 28:6, "And when Saul enquired of the LORD, the LORD answered him not, neither by dreams, nor by Urim, nor by prophets."

Ezra 2:63, "And the Tirshatha said unto them, that they should not eat of the most holy things, till there stood up a priest with Urim and with Thummim."

Nehemiah 7:65, "And the Tirshatha said unto them, that they should not eat of the most holy things, till there stood up a priest with Urim and Thummim."

Deuteronomy 33:11 Bless, LORD, his substance, and accept the work of his hands: smite through the loins of them that rise against him, and of them that hate him, that they rise not again.
Deuteronomy 33:11 — "smite through the loins of them that rise against him" - Comments- The act of smiting one through the loins has the effect of weakening a man. The angel smote Jacob's loin so that he limped the rest of his day ( Genesis 32:25).

Genesis 32:25, "And when he saw that he prevailed not against him, he touched the hollow of his thigh; and the hollow of Jacob"s thigh was out of joint, as he wrestled with him."

Deuteronomy 33:17 His glory is like the firstling of his bullock, and his horns are like the horns of unicorns: with them he shall push the people together to the ends of the earth: and they are the ten thousands of Ephraim, and they are the thousands of Manasseh.
Deuteronomy 33:17 — Word Study on "unicorns" - BDB says that the Hebrew word "unicorns" ( רְאֵם) (H 7214) "probably refers to the great aurochs or wild bulls which are now extinct. The exact meaning is not known". Therefore, it is often translated "wild ox". This Hebrew word is found 9 times in the Old Testament and is translated "unicorn" all 9 times in the KJV. This word is only found in Hebrew poetry.

34 Chapter 34 

Verses 1-12 

Deuteronomy 34:1-8 — The Death of Moses - Deuteronomy 34:1-8 gives the account of the death of Moses, the servant of the Lord. Note that the Lord had been making references to Moses' death on a number of occasions. 

Numbers 20:12, "And the LORD spake unto Moses and Aaron, Because ye believed me not, to sanctify me in the eyes of the children of Israel, therefore ye shall not bring this congregation into the land which I have given them."

Numbers 27:12-14, "And the LORD said unto Moses, Get thee up into this mount Abarim, and see the land which I have given unto the children of Israel. And when thou hast seen it, thou also shalt be gathered unto thy people, as Aaron thy brother was gathered. For ye rebelled against my commandment in the desert of Zin, in the strife of the congregation, to sanctify me at the water before their eyes: that is the water of Meribah in Kadesh in the wilderness of Zin."

Numbers 31:2, "Avenge the children of Israel of the Midianites: afterward shalt thou be gathered unto thy people."

It is most likely that Moses went up to the mountain of Nebo to see the Promised Land accompanied with elders, even Joshua; for we have a record of the words that God spoke to him on this occasion. Or, these words could have been recorded when Moses returned to the camp before departing alone to an unknown valley where he gave up the ghost and was buried by the Lord.

Deuteronomy 34:5 So Moses the servant of the LORD died there in the land of Moab, according to the word of the LORD.
Deuteronomy 34:5 — "Moses the servant of the LORD" - Comments- I woke up this morning with the phrase "Moses, a servant of the Lord" being quickened to my heart. As I examined how this phrase was used in the Holy Scriptures, I realized that Moses could have carried many titles and accolades. He was well educated in the schools of Egypt. He was an author and a great leader; however, his greatest lay in the power of God that worked in his life as a faithful servant of the Lord. The greatest men of God are recognized as servants and not necessarily as leaders. Thus, the most honorable title that could ever be given to a man would be "a servant of God." This title is used often in the Old Testament and even into the New Testament.

Joshua 1:1, "Now after the death of Moses the servant of the LORD it came to pass, that the LORD spake unto Joshua the son of Nun, Moses" minister, saying,"

Hebrews 3:5, "And Moses verily was faithful in all his house, as a servant, for a testimony of those things which were to be spoken after;"

Revelation 15:3, "And they sing the song of Moses the servant of God, and the song of the Lamb, saying, Great and marvellous are thy works, Lord God Almighty; just and true are thy ways, thou King of saints."

Later that day, I attended an event hosted by the President of Uganda. At this function, each speaker followed protocol by recognizing the President, Vice President and each office down. With each recognition came titles. I sat by a Catholic bishop who gave me the list of titles used in the Ugandan society, which he explained was an influence from the British colonialism. The President, his wife, and the Vice President were to be addressed as "Your Excellency." The members of the Cabinet and Parliament were to be addressed as "Honorable Minister." The mayor of the city was to be addressed as "Your Worship." The judges were to be addressed as "Your Lordship." Pastors are called "Reverend" or "Pastor." Some of the highest ranking religious leaders would be called "Your Grace." The titles went on, with man making every effort to find favor with one another. Later, the President walked by and I shook hands with him and I called him "Your Excellence" in proper protocol. But the greatest title still remains with Moses, who was called "a servant of the Lord." (December 18, 2003)

Deuteronomy 34:7 And Moses was an hundred and twenty years old when he died: his eye was not dim, nor his natural force abated.
Deuteronomy 34:7 — Comments- Deuteronomy 34:7 tells us that Moses had good eyesight and a strong physical body at the age of one hundred and twenty years. We know that a person's strength and eyesight are the two most apparent outward evidences of the aging process. However, Moses was not the only one who did not show his age. Note the strength of Caleb in Joshua 14:11.

Joshua 14:11, "As yet I am as strong this day as I was in the day that Moses sent me: as my strength was then, even so is my strength now, for war, both to go out, and to come in."

Deuteronomy 34:10 And there arose not a prophet since in Israel like unto Moses, whom the LORD knew face to face,
Deuteronomy 34:10 — "And there arose not a prophet since in Israel like unto Moses" - Comments- Deuteronomy 34:10 appears to reflect back across Israel's history over a long expanse of time. This suggests that the epilogue to this book was composed later, perhaps as late as the time of Ezra when the Old Testament canon was edited into its final form. Sailhamer believes this epilogue is a later composition, written when the period of the Old Testament prophets had ceased. 38] He also suggests this verse reflects back to Deuteronomy 18:15, "The LORD thy God will raise up unto thee a Prophet from the midst of thee, of thy brethren, like unto me; unto him ye shall hearken;" He notes that this statement excludes Joshua , Moses successor, from fulfilling this particular prophetic role. This means that the Jews still looked forward to the coming of this prophet, which means Deuteronomy 18:15 predicts the coming of the Messiah.

38] John H. Sailhamer, Introduction to Old Testament Theology (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Zondervan Publishing House, c 1995), 247-8.

"whom the LORD knew face to face" - Comments- God originally intended to talk with man face to face. However, the Fall in the Garden hindered this method and caused God to seek other ways to speak to sinful men. He would speak to them through the prophets, the priests, and the kings. He also spoke to men through dreams and visions.

